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DR. CHRISTISON’S PROCESSES 
FOR 


DETECTING POISONS, 
MERCURY AND ITS PREPARATIONS. 

Tue extreme excellence of Dr. Chris- 
tison’s directions for the detection of the 
most important substance included in this 
class, viz., the corrosive sublimate, or bi- 
chloride of mercury, renders it almost unne- 
cessary for us to offer any observations, in 
addition to the subjoined extracts, respect- 
this poison individually, We may remark 
that one of our contemporaries, in a review 
of Dr. Christison’s treatise, written very 
soon alter that work appeared, compliment- 
ed the author especially on the originality 
of the process we are about to notice. In 
this, however, the reviewer fell into a re- 
markable error, since the first branch of the 
process belongs to Orfila, and the second to 
Male, who has been justly styled the father 
of English medical jurisprudence. Still Dr. 


Christison is not the less entitled to our | 


praise, though his merit is, in this instance, 
of a different kind to that which the reviewer 
attributed to him,—consisting,.in the first 
place, of discarding the valueless part of 
Orfila’s method, and secondly, of the great 
manipulatory improvements adopted in the 
use of the proto-chloride of tin as originally 
recommended by Dr. Male. 

The general properties, whether physical, 
chemical, or medicinal, of the various mer- 
curial preparations, are so well recognised 
by every intelligent practitioner, that it is 
entirely needless for us to dwell upon them 
here. Dr. Christison’s treatise should in- 
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deed be consulted by every one who wishes 
to become minutely and intimately conver- 
sant with mercury and its compounds, for 
in no other work will there be found so mas- 
terly a description of its various prepara- 
tions as in the chemical division of the 
chapter in which he treats of this subject. 

We proceed to quote his directions for the 
detection of the corrosive sublimate. It will 
be observed that they refer to this individual 
poison alone, and scarcely apply to any of the 
other soluble mercurial compounds. 

“On the whole, the following plan has 
appeared to me the most simple and most 
generally applicable. It is a double process, 
of which sometimes the first part, sometimes 
the second, sometimes both, may be re- 
quired. The first removes the corrosive 
sublimate undecomposed from the mixture, 
which may be accomplished when its pro- 
portion is not minute: the second, when 
the proportion of corrosive sublimate is too 
small to admit of being so removed, sepa- 
rates from the mixture metallic mercury ; 
and the analyst will know which of the two 
to employ by using the protochloride of tin 
as a trial-test in the following manner :—A 
fluid mixture being in the first instance 
made, if necessary, by dividing all soft solids 
into small fragments, and boiling the mass 
in distilled water, a small portion is to be 
filtered for the trial. If the protochloride 
of tin causes a pretty deep ash-gray or 
grayish-black colour, the first process will 
probably be successful ; if the shade acquir- 
ed is not deep, that process may be neglect- 
ed, and the second put in practice at once,” 

The protochloride of tin, it is here neces- 
sary to state, is prepared by boiling strong 
muriatic acid on tin powder, till the metal 
ceases to be dissolved ; the liquid should 
then be carefully preserved in a closely 
stoppered bottle. It should be remembered 
that the analyst should always prepare this 
test himself, since it is seldom, we might 
almost say never, sold of the requisite de- 
gree of purity in the shops, Its mode of 
EE 
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action with the solution of bi-chloride of|when mercurial globules are immediately 
mercury is simple; it proceeds from the | procured. 
strong attraction which the proto-chloride of} ‘Ihe preceding is an epitome of the obser- 
tin manifests for additional quantities of| vations of Dr. Christison in his notice of 
chlorine, by virtue of which it first re-| the properties of pure solutionsof the corro- 
moves one atom of chlorine from the corro- | sive sublimate, modified by ourselves as far 
sive sublimate, reducing it to the condition | as the manipulation is concerned. We now 
of calomel, or the protochloride of mercury ;| proceed to the second branch of Dr. Chris- 
and this it again deprives of its one remain- | tison’s process, the necessity for which we 
ing atom of chlorine, metallic mercury being may state, briefly, to arise from the circum- 
precipitated in the form of a dark, minutely | stance that corrosive sublimate is decom- 
divided, powder. | posed by many soft anima! sclids and solu- 
“ First Branch of the Process.—In order| tions, by albumen, for example, the bi- 
to remove the corrosive sublimate undecom- | chloride being reduced to the condition of 
posed, the mixture, without filtration, is to! calomel, which is no longer soluble in ether 
he agitated for a few minutes with about a adie 
fourth part of its volume of sulphuric ether, | aeons h 
which possesses the property of abstracting, ‘‘ Second Branch of the Process.—1f the 
the salt from its aqueous solution. On re-| preceding method should fail, or shall have 
maining at rest for half a minute or a little | been judged inapplicable, the mixture is to 
more, the etherial solution rises to the sur-| be treated in the following manver:—In the 
face, and may then be removed. It is next | fist place, all particles of seeds, leaves, and 


to be filtered if requisite, evaporated to dry- | other fibrous matter of a vegetable pature, 
ness, and the residue treated with boiling | @r¢ to be removed as carefully as possible, 
water, upon which a solution is procured | his being done, the mixture, without un- 
that will present the properties formerly dergoing filtration, is to be treated with pro- 
mentioned as belonging to corrosive subli- tochloride of tin, as long as any precipitate 
mate in its dissolved state.”’ or coagulum is formed. This precipitate, 
. , even if it contains but a very minute pro- 

A long phial is the best instrument for the portion of mereury, will have a slate-grey 
performance of this expermment, and in order tint; it is to be collected, washed, and 





to prevent the evaporation of the ether, the | drained on a filter, from which it is then to 


phial should be corked during the agitation. | be removed without being dried, and care 


The removal may then be accomplished by a ishould be taken not to tear away with it 


, overran , ji f the paper, as these would ob- 
suction tube (or if this cannot be obtained, ony Sores primed : rations. The mer- 
by quills connected together as before de- eury exists in it ia the metallic state for 
scribed), and the evaporation completed on | reasons formerly mentioned. ‘Uhe precipt- 
s porcelain capsule, or a china saucer, The | tate is next to be boiled ia a m erately 
residuum should then be redissolved, and a| Strong solution of caustic potass, contained 


yoyptp be : i th 
Saltire Gilead den ‘ened : in a glass flask, or still better, in a smoo 
p Pp ach of four watch vorcelain vessel glazed with porcelain ; and 


eryetals. A minute drop of a ae solution ‘the ebullition is to be continued till all the 
of the hydriodate of potash is to be applied | lumps disappear. The animal and vegeta- 
to the first, when a precipitate takes place, | ble matter will thus be dissolved ; and on 
usually yellow at first, and then becoming | the solution being allowed to remain at 
a carmine red ; lime water is to be added to| ay sh pag see pete! a 

- gin to fall down in a few seconds. is 
the second, when ? brick-red precipitate, | Chiefy metallic mercury, of which, indeed, 
the hydrated red oxide of mercury, is thrown globules may sometimes be discerned with 


down. The third should be treated with|the naked eye, or with a small magnifier, 
ammonia, which causes a white precipitate, In order to separate it, leave the solution 


the triple protochloride of mercury and am- 
monia. Protochloride of tin is then to be 
added to the fourth, when a precipitate is! 
deposited, at first white, and then becoming 
a dark-grey. 

Finally, the fluid remaining in the cap- | 
sule, is to be agitated with the proto- | 
chloride of tin, the precipitate dried, col- 
lected, and heated in a small glass-tube, 





at rest under a temperature a little short of 
ebullition for fifteen or twenty minutes. Fill 
up the vessel gently with hot water without 
disturbing the precipitate, so that a fatty 
matter, which rises to the surface in the 
case of most animal mixiures, may be skim- 
med off first with a spoon, and afterwards 
with filtering paper; then withdraw the 
whole supernatant fluid, which is easily 
done on account of the great density of the 
black powder, Transfer the powder into a 
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amall glass tube, and wash it by the pro- 
cess of affusion and subsidence till the wasb- 
ings do not taste alkaline. Any fibrous 
matter which may have escaped notice at 
the commencement of the process, and any 
lumpy matter which may have escaped solu- 
tion by the potass, should now be picked out. 
The black powder is the only part which 
should be preserved. If the quantity of 
wder is very minute, an interval of twelve 
ours should be allowed for each subsidence. 
Lastly, the powder is tu be removed, heated, 
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the red precipitate, which the protochloride 
of tin scarcely acts upon at all, It is true 
| that, in this country, the corrosive sublimate 
jis the poison most usually given; but on 
}the continent (where we doubt not Dr. 
|Christison’s work will meet the extensive 
| circulation it deserves), the red precipitate 
and the turpeth mineral have more than 
once been feloniously administered. In a 


case of this description, Dr. Christison's 


and sublimed, as im the last stage of the Process may be applied to a mixture con- 
process already described for detecting cor- ,‘aining an abundance of mercury, and yet 
rosive sublimate in a pure solution. ‘ihe give no adequate indication of its presence. 


second branch of this process is very deli-| 
cate. I have detected by it a quarter of a, 
grain of corrosive sublimate mixed with two 
eunces of beef, or with five ounces of new 
milk, or porter, or tea made with a liberal 
allowance of cream and sugar. I have also 
detected a tenth part of a grain in four 
ounces of the last mixture, that is, in 19,200 
times its weight.” 


From repeated experiments, we can vouch 
for the delicacy and certainty of this beauti- 
ful process. Dr. Christison has conferred 
no trifling obligation on medico-legal analy- 
sis, by rescuing the chemical fact on which | 
the proceeding is founded from the oblivion 


into which it was so rapidly descending. 
With respect to the mode of treating the 


The observation applies particularly to the 
yellow subsulphate or turpeth mineral, which 
has been used to our own knowledge as a 
poison in this country, especially for the 
malicious destruction of cattle. Its virulent 
properties are but too well known, espe- 
cially to the respectable practitioners in 
canine medicine, who use it as a specific in 
the disease termed “‘ snifters,”” by their ele- 
gant nomenclature. We presume that the 
author bas overlooked this important fact in 
his criticisms on the processes of Orfila and 
Devergie, which he quotes with great can- 
dour and at sufficient length, and which he 
has accidentally fallen into the error of 
assigning to the detection of the chlorides 


precipitate we differ slightly from Dr. Chris- | alone, whereas they have appareatly a more 
tison, and we would recommend a watch generic view, and aim at the extended 


erystal in preference to a tube for the object of embracing all the compounds (with 
washing process. In these experiments it | the exception of the sulphurets), which the 
is frequently necessary to economise time, | preparations of this metal present either by 
and we have found that the process may be themselves, or in combination with organic 
completed with a watch crystal in one-| matter. 
tenth of the period the author describes. | For this purpose Orfila and Lesueur re- 
It cannot, however, be denied, that | commend that the suspected mixture should 
though individually perfect, as far as corro- | be boiled with caustic potash, whieh at the 
sive sublimate is concerned, still the pre-| same time dissolves organic animal matter 
ceding method is exposed to some collateral | and separates the oxide of mercury from all 


objections. In the first place considerable 
inconvenience is liable to occur from the use 
of an excess of the protochloride of tin, from 
which, on the addition of an alkali, the pro- 
toxide of tin is precipitated, mixing with 
and obscuring the finely-divided mercurial 
deposition. Secondly, the ether acts on 
corrosive sublimate alone; and the pro- 
tochloride of tin, though it does affect other 
mercurial salts to a certain extent, yet does 
hot operate with either delicacy or certainty 
with ‘any but the muriatic preparations ; 
thus, there are some insoluble compounds, 
such as the subsulphate, dipernitrate, and 


|its saline combinations. To this process 
Dr. Christison objects, in the first place, for 
its want of delicacy, and, secondly, because 
the oxide not un/requently remains either 
chemically combined with, or mechanically 
suspended in, the alkaline solution. Rejecting 
| this, the author passes to a process more 
recently proposed by Devergie, and which 
he at the same time considers much supe- 
rior to the former, but inferior to that which 
we have detailed. We quote Devergie’s 
method in Dr, Christison’s words : 

“ Treat the mixture supposed to contain 
mercury with diluted hydrochloric acid till 
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all the solid matter is dissolved. Evaporate, 
in order to expel the greater part of the 
acid employed. Add water to the remain- 
der, and transmit chlorine to coagulate and 
remove the animal matter. Filter, boil, and 
concentrate ; then immerse for ten minutes 
@ small plate of pure tin, which, if mercury 
is present, will immediately be whitened ; 
immerse another plate of tin for ten mi- 
nutes; and continue this part of the process 
till the plates cease to be whitened. Dry | 
the tarnished plates, scrape off the tarnished | 
surfaces, put de scrapings in a proper tube, 

and heatit over a spirit-lamp ; the mercury 

will be driven off from the amalgam and 

condense in a ring of globules. By this, 
plan Devergie says he detected a quarter of | 
@ grain of corrosive sublimate in four ounces | 
of blood, nay a sixteenth and even a thirty- | 
second part of agrain in eight ounces. 1 | 
have repeated it and found it in most cir- 

cumstances convenient and accurate; but 

doubts may be entertained whether it is| 
universal in its application.” 





That Dr. Christison considered these pro- 
cesses to refer to corrosive sublimate alone, | 
and to the insoluble compounds it forms 
with animal and vegetable matters, appears 
from his expression in commenting on the 
former, when he says, *‘ But it failed com- 
pletely when the proportion was small, 





though it answered very well when the cor- 
rosive sublimate was in considerable quan- | 
tity.” Again, alluding to the second just 
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Christison's treatise, as far as corrosive sub- 
limate is concerned. Its object is to supply 
the desideratam,—a method by which any 
mercurial may be detected. Neither is our 
proposition strictly original, as it is founded 
both on Orfila’s and Devergie’s suggestions, 
and also includes a part of a process sug- 
gested by Mr. Sylvester some time since, 
In the first place, we would recommend 
that Dr. Cbristison’s process should be 
always performed on small portions of the 
suspected mixture, as by this means the 
corrosive sublimate may at once be detected. 
Should no indications of mercury be af- 
forded by the ether and the protochloride of 
tin, we would then direct that the mixture 
be filtered through coarse paper, that the 
fluid part be concentrated by evaporation, 
having been previously acidulated with nitric 
acid; when sufficiently concentrated, it 
should be reserved fora further examination. 
The solid part may contain the subsul- 
phate of mercury, or turpeth mineral, the 
subnitrate, the red precipitate, the acetate, 
or cyanuret, in a state of admixture with 
organic matter; from all these the mercury 
may be separated in the condition of an 
oxide by ebullition with caustic potassa for 
about an hour; the protoxide, however, as 
Dr. Christison justly remarks, may be either 
mechanically suspended or chemically dis- 


quoted, he states, ‘‘ The solid compounds | solved in the alkaline solution. To obviate 


formed by corrosive sublimate with animal jon, we add, after the boiling with potash, 
principles, are either soluble in mineral | large excess of nitric acid, which, in com- 
acid, or part with all their mercury to it. | plicated mixtures, usually produces an abun- 
But this is not the case with the compounds | dant precipitate of caseous and albuminous 


formed with vegetable principles.” We are, 
therefore, we believe, justified in conclud- 
ing, that he iders the pr as in- 
stituted for corrosive sublimate alone, and 
not, as we are inclined to think, devised 
with the comprehensive object of including 
most of the solub!e or insoluble compounds of 
that metal. Nevertheless it is manifest, 
that Dr. Christison’s objections to these 
processes as regards the corrosive subli- 
mate, completely invalidate their agency as 
universal detectors of mercurial compounds. 

Under these circumstances, we have been 
induced to seek a process by which this 
object may be fulfilled, and we can recom- 
mend the following with some confidence as 
to its delicacy and precision, premising that 
it is by no means offered as aa improvement 
on the process we have extracted from Dr, 








matter; the mixture is then digested by a 
gentle heat in a florence flask for at least 
six hours, when all the oxide of mercury 
has united with the nitric acid, and re- 
mains in solution in the state of the mixed 
protonitrate and pernitrate of mercury. 

Filtration should now be performed, the 
filtered fluid concentrated by evaporation, 
and mixed with the fluid first prepared. It 
should then be allowed to cool, and again 
filtered should any further organic deposi- 
tion have occurred. 

The last step of the process may now be 
proceeded with ; it consists in introducing a 
thin slip of gold, bound round with a coil of 
harpsichord wire,—an amalgam of gold and 
mercury is very soon formed in a manner 
analogous to that described by Devergie in 
the preceding quotation, The slip of goldis 
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further to be treated in j ly the mauner 
recommended by Devergie for the tin. 

The advantages of the process above de- 
tailed over the others are briefly these :—It 
is more general than Dr. Christison’s, em- 
bracing the subnitrates, subsulphates, ace- 
tates, and the red precipitate. Secondly,| London. Longman. 1850. 8vo. pp. 96. 
it is free from the objection advanced by| We occasionally meet with books, the 
Dr. Christison against Orfila’s process, jn-| motives for the publication of which we are 
asmuch as the object is not to collect the | quite unable to conjecture, and such is the 
protoxide, but to prepare it for the action of | case with regard to the “tract” of Sir 
the nitric acid, Thirdly, it ensures the | Everard Home. Nearly all the cases, that 
solution of every solid compound formed by | is, about one-half of the contents of the 
the salts of mercury with organic matter, | work, are taken, as the author admits, from 
whether from the animal or vegetable king- his ‘* Treatise on Cancer,” and a paper in 
dom. Fourthly, it is of the utmost facility |the ‘‘ Medical and Chirurgical Transac- 
of execution. Finally, it is almost infinitely | tions,” and asto the remainder, it consists,— 
delicate in its indications. We have de- | mixed up with worthless cases, absurd state- 
tected by its means the thirtieth part of a/ ments, and false conclusions,—about as 
grain of calome! (the most difficult of all the | much really useful information as might be 
preparations) in a 3xij mixture composed of| compressed, with great ease, into four or 
3x of strong tea and 3ij of human blood. _ | five octavo pages. The book, therefore, 

The chemical treatment of poisoning by | cao scarcely benefit the profession or the 
mercury, varies according to the prepara- public, even in a slight degree. Its only 
tion employed, If the corrosive sublimate, | tendency, in fact, can be to lower, if possi- 
liquid albumen (the white of eggs) affords | ble, the reputation of the author as a phy- 
acertain antidote by reducing this salt to Siologist and a surgeon. 
the condition of calomel. If the nitrate be| After some very common-place, but con- 
the poison, a mixture of the muriate of soda | fused, observations on the formation of tu- 





A short Tract on the Formation of Tumours, 
and the Peculiarities that are met with in 
the Structure of those that have become 
Cancerous, with their mode of Treatment. 
By Sir Everarpo Home, Bart., &e, &c. 





and carbonate of ammonia may be advan- 
tageously given, and the stomach-pump 
should be applied. 

In conclusion, there is one important 


point connected with the chemical inquiries | 
in any medico-legal investigation in which | 


mercury is concerned, to which we must 
briefly advert. Except the case in which 
corrosive sublimate is at once removed by 
ether, the chemical analysis directed for 
organic mixtures always gives the same in- 
dications, as would be the case had calomel 
been medicinally taken a short time before 
death. To this the author has not at all 
adverted, but it is a circumstance of the ut- 
most moment, oud one of which a crafty vil- 
lain might avail himself in his utrocious 


purposes in a manner which the public safety 
does not permit us to describe. We have, 
however to repeat here, the remark we once 
before advanced, that we speak but of the 
chemical evidence, and do not take into 
account the collateral circumstance by which 
inform ation can be obtained. 


,mours, and two already published cases, the 
author proceeds to give an account of the 
large semi-osseous tumour, which he re- 
moved from the head of a young woman in 
1816, the cast of which many of our readers 
have doubtless seen in the Hunterian Mu- 
seum. The following is an abstract of the 
case, which is not, however, very well de- 
scribed. The patient was 25 years of age; 
the swelling had first appeared in her third 
year, after a kick from a horse; it had con- 
tinued gradually to increase up to the time 
of her admission into the hospital, when it 
was nearly twice as large as the patient’s 
head. It was bony at the base, but “ the 
most prominent part was of a softer sub- 
stance; it had its origin underneath the ex- 
ternal table of the right parietal bone, and 
the tumour, in its progress forward, ap- 
proached so near the outer edge of the orbit, 
that there wes only space to admit the 
blade of a saw between them.” All the 
otber surgeons who had seen it considered 
it “* beyond the reach of a surgical opera- 
tion.” Sir E. Home, however, after mature 
deliberation, determined upon its removal. 
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Accordingly, on October 9th, a large crucial 
incision having been made, “ alithe soft 
parts of the tumour, which consisted of fat 
mixed with a steatomatous substance, were 
removed ;” and on the following day the 


TUMOURS. 


ed: it is, however, nothing more than the 
iblood globules and the carbonic acid gas, 
| with the serum of the blood and the coagu- 
| lable lymph contained in it, which, when 
|exposed to the atmosphere, ulates, be- 
comes vascular, and then takes the name of 


bony base was removed, The amount of|granulations, Where vessels carrying red 


hemorrhage, the proportion and the struc- 
ture of the osseous" growth, &e., are not 
mentioned. The wound soon healed, the 
tumour did not return, and the patient is 
now in good health, and a nurse at St. 
George's Hospital. 

After the account of this case, we find the 
following sentence, the absurdity and false- 
hood exhibited in which are too glaring to 
require any comment from us :— 

* Cases of this kind completely expose 
the fallacies of the doctrine of craniology, 
than which nothing can be more absurd ; 
since the external surface of the internal 
table of the skull, and that of the external 
table, can never be under like circumstances, 
nor have similar changes in them produced 
from the same causes or corresponding cir- 
cumstances ; and yet the sole foundation of 
this doctrive is a supposition, t! at the effect 
of the development of the brain upon the 


internal table is produced in an equal de- | 


gree at the same time in the external table, 
which, from the nature and texture of the 
diploe, ean never happen.”’—p. 16. 

We have then some confused, and scarce- 
ly intelligible, observations on the forma- 
tion of cancerous tumours, of which the 
following may serve as a specimen :— 

“If a part made up of glandular struc- 
tures is bruised, the vessels composing the 
glands are ruptured, and throw out their 
contents: these consist partly of the fluid 
secréted, and of those ingredients of the 
blood that are undergoing the necessary 
changes to form the peculiar secretion. In 
this case a tumour is formed, differing ex- 
ceedingly from that of aueurism in its con- 
tents: in one part there are lymph glo 
bules only, forming solid masses ; in others 
there are similar masses of blood globules, 
with tubes of carbonic acid gas passing 
through them, which become vessels filled 
with red blood. This which I have de- 
scribed is the structure of what has been 
Litherto denominated a scirrhus, and has 
been always considered as the previous 
stage to a true or stony cancer.”—pp. 23, 24 

** In healthy parts, when a breach is made 
and the parts are not united by the first 
intention, suppuration is produced over the 
surface of the sore, and pus is formed. This 
ie is converted into new flesh, and has 

n till now considered as no part of the 
circulating blood, but a new substance form- 


|blood are not injured, only those carrying 
\lymph globules and serum, new flesh can- 
|not be produced, the materials for its form- 
ation not being present. When this hap- 
pens upon membranes, the lymph coagulates 
upon the surface that throws it out, and the 
‘earbonic acid gas contained in it becomes 
| vascular; and then it possesses all the pro- 
| perties of the membranes of the living body, 
| the superfluous serum having escaped into 
the cavity which the membrane lines,”— 
pp. 25, 26. 
| What is meant here by “* tubes of car- 
bonic acid gas,"’ or carbonic acid becoming 
vascular, we confess our inability to under- 
stand; but the assertion that granulations 
are formed from the pus secreted by, or on, 
them, is in contradiction of the statements 
and experiments of all the best physiologists, 
and is, in truth, opposed to common sense 
and daily observation. 
We have already observed, that the 
greater patt of the cases have been pub- 
lished before, and we may add, that the new 
jones are utterly destitute of value or inte- 
rest; some of them, indeed, convey little or 
no information beyond the fact of the pa- 
|tients’ having been affected with cancer, 
such for instance as the following, which is 
| placed at the head of those that came under 
| the author's “ immediate observation,” and 
\is prefaced by the remark, that he bas 
** chosen only such as deserve to be record- 
,ed, from having some circumstance peculiar 
to them not met with in the others.” 
| “ A lady, when forty-eight years of age, 
had a lump in the left breast, considerably 
advanced towards ulceration. The glands 
in the axilla and above the clavicle were 
| swelled and indurated ; the arm was swelled, 
with pain in the shoulder and back. When 
twenty-eight years old she had a small tu- 
|mour, the size of the end of the finger, 
|which remained stationary for six years, at 
| thirty-five years of age grew larger, and oc- 
casionally gave pain. It afterwards rapidly 
increased, and arrived at its present state 
of a confirmed cancer, which was considered 
beyond the reach of an operation ; and it 
terminated in the death of the patient.”— 
pp- 38, 39. 
Although ‘the mode of treatment’’ is 
expressly advertised in the title-page, very 








VOMITING.~HYDROCYANIC ACID. 


little is to be learnt in this respect from the 
cases, and all that we can collect from the 
general observations at the conclusion of the 
tract is, that the author has found the pow- 
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|men, yet that pain was not increased on 
| pressure, and therefore it appeared to be of 
a spasmodic character. On this account I 
conceived that I could stop the vomiting 
; and cure her by soothing medicines—medi- 


der of hemlock leaves, when properly pre- | cines calculated to lessen the morbid irrita- 
pared, a very efficacious remedy both inter- | bility, which was independent of inflamma- 
nally and externally, in cancer (though its; tion. Among these, that certainly which 


employment is not once mentioned in any | Petes much more upon the stomech thea 
|upon any other part—that which answers 


of the numerous cases), and that he has| best in a great number of cases, is the hydro- 

been “ taught by experience that the sarsa- | ovanie acid. She took this in doses of two 

parilla, in the form of decoction, has not the or three minims, which is equal to four or 

same powers of a restorative medicine as in| five drops, three timesa day , no other me- 

the form of a powder, to which heat had not “icine was given, nor was she put on low 

been applied.” diet: her vomiting was stopped, and she 
went out on the 25th, perfectly well. 

You will find it of the greatest importance 
to make this distinction. When you have 
an affection of the stomach, you should as- 
certain, in the first place, whether there be 
inflammation or not ; for if there be inflam- 
mation, the hydrocyanic acid would not cure 
it; the case must be treated like infilamma- 
tion of any other part of the body. But if 
you can find no inflammation whatever, nor 
any cause for the vomiting in any other 
parts of the body (it will often arise from an 
irritation in the intestines, the kidney, the 
womb, and ten thousand distantcauses), then 
the hydrocyanic acid will relieve the vomit- 
ing far better, 1 am satisfied, than any other 
medicine. I have not found it relieve the 
pain of rheumatism or cancer, or pain situat- 
cases that had been presented during the ed in any of the distant parts of the body, or 
preceding week : five remained unmention- | pain in the intestines. It is of no use in 
ed, One of these was a case of slight fever| colic, though it is said by some to be of 
in the female ward, treated in the usual way, | occasional service in neuralgia, As an ano- 
and with the usual success. She was ad-|dyne I have not found it of the least use in 
mitted on the 15th of November, and pre- | general, except in cases of pain of the sto- 
sented on the 28th. There was also among mach, Ii has the properties of an anodyne 
the women presented, a case of vomiting, | ou the stomach particulurly, and has a tend- 
which appeared to arise merely from mor- | ency to lessen the morbid irritability which 
bid irritability. It may be very well con-| produces vomiting. It is no exaggeration 
trasted with a case of a different description, | for me to state that 1 have frequently seen 
presented on the same day, in the same | vomiting which has lasted for months, cease 
ward, and in which a different treatment) on the exbibition of the first dose of this 
was snecessful—a very interesting case of medicine. Frequently, however, in cases of 
vomiting from inflammation. spasmodic pain of the stomach, you will find 

The first patient, Eliza New, wt. 21, was | that the first dose, or the second, oreven one 
admitted on the 1ith of November. She} week’s exhibition, will not answer the de- 
said that she had been ill five months, and it sired end: you will be much more strack 
appeared that she had vomited every thing | with its use in lessening vomiting than in les- 
she had taken during fourteen days ; she |sening pain in the stomach. But yoa will 
had been in a state of amenorrheea for two | find it of no service unless you make a dis- 
months ; she complained of pain across the | tinction between the existence of inflamma- 
epigastrium, and across the whole of the | tion, and the influence of distant causes, on 
abdomen. Her tongue showed no feverish- | the one hand, and mere morbid irritability of 
ness; there was no thirst, no heat in the | the stomach itself, upon the other, Hydro- 
stomach, no heat in the throat; neither was 
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CASE OF VOMITING.——MEDICINAL QUALITIES 
OF HYDROCYANIC ACID. 


T pip not finish, in the last lecture, all the 


leyanic acid is a medicine that is exceed- 


there tenderness on pressure on any part of | ingly powerful, and you cannot give it in the 


the abdomen, nor was the pulse accelerated.|same dose when the stomach is empty as 
Under these circumstances, I could not sup- | when it is full, When the stomach is full, 
pose that the case was one of inflammation; the difference of a drop may cause a great 
for although there was pain across the abdo- difference in the effects, Supposing you 
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are giving three drops, three times a day 
after meals, it certainly will not be right 
to give more than one or two drops when 
the stomach is empty. To avoid any con- 
fusion which may arise, it is best always to 
give it after meals, otherwise you must vary 
the doses at different times of the day. You 
cannot, in general, give it on an empty 
stomach more than once in the day, because 
when food has been once taken, the second 
meal comes usually before the stomach is as 
empty asit was before. On this account 1 
make it a rule to give it after breakfast, in 
the afternoon, and the last thing at night. 
As itis so powerful, you cannot tell before- | 
hand the dose that will be borne, and you | 
should begin with such a small quantity as | 
you know can hardly disagree with the sto- | 
mach. I begin with one minim, though you 

may begin with two; many persons do 

80, but it is safer to begin with one. I give 

one minim three times a day, diluted with | 
water, or aromatic water ; and in the course 
of a day, if no unpleasant effect be produced, 

I increase the dose to two minims; on the. 
third or fourth day I give three minims, | 
and so on until it produces the effect I de- | 
sire, or some inconvenience arises. Al- 

though it will relieve the vomiting arising 
from mere morbid irritability, it will, from 
its irritating properties, likewise cause it. 
If you give an over dose, it may produce 
extreme nausea, extreme vomiting, and per- 
haps gastrodynia—pain in the stomach. It 
is common for many narcotics to be stimu. 
lating as well as sedative ; that is the case 
with this medicine; medicines act with 
different powers upon different people, and | 
therefore you should give it in small doses 

at first, if you wish it to act favourably. | 
Tobacco will arrest the action of the heart, 

and cause complete prostration of strength ; 

yet it excites sneezing, and one person is 

affected by a quantity which produces no 

effect on another. In general people bear 
from two to four minims, but you not un- 

frequently meet with individuals with whom 

five minims do not disagree, and now and 

then you may safely increase the dose to six! 
or eight, or even more. You will find the 

hydrocyanie acid of great use for another | 
purpose ; for making medicine sit upon the 

stomach, which would otherwise disagree 

with it. You may lessen the natural irrita- 

bility of the stomach so much, that iodine, | 
colchicum, and medicines of the same active | 
description, will frequently sit upon it in 
cases where they would not unless ten 
minutes before adininisterivg them you gave 
a dose of hydrocyanic acid. These medi- 
cines may remain upon the stomach if you 
unite prussic acid with them, but the acid! 
answers better for this purpose if given ten | 
minutes before, sv as to come into full ope- | 





ration before the acrid medicines are taken. | 


ON GASTRITIS. 


The present case was only one of hun- 
dreds which 1 have seen of dyspeptic vomit- 
ing ceasing from the administration of prus- 
sic acid, and not only dyspeptic vomiting, 
but gastrodynia,—the pain that occurs in 
the stomach from spasm. In organic affec- 
tions of the stomach, you will frequentl 
find it answer better than any other medi- 
cine ; if there be cancer of the stomach, 
scirrhous pylorus, or organic disease, you 
will often find the hydrocyanic acid F 


| the vomiting and pain much more than any- 


thing else, Now this woman was not 
purged ; no aperients were given, none of 
the treatment for inflammation was adopted, 
and she was not even put on moderate or 
particular diet. 


CHRONIC GASTRITIS, 

For the purpose of contrast I will speak 
of a case that was some time in the hospi- 
tal; one of chronic gastritis. Mary Harri- 
son was admitted on the 7th of October, 
wt. 50: she had been ill two munths. The 
symptoms were constant, with great pain 
under the region of the heart, which was 
exceedingly increased on pressure. It ap- 
peared to be situated in the splenic balf of 
the stomach. There was constant nausea, 
and a great discharge of fluid from the throat, 
and she bad spit up dark clots two or three 
times apparently of blood ; similar clots also 
had frequently passed from the rectum. In 
the book it is said that sbe feels full, and is 


| nauseated as soon as she eats: there is con- 


stant heat of the epigastrium, constant heat 
up the throat, end thirst: a bad taste in the 
mouth, no appetite, great heat of the whole 
body, especially at night; cheeks flushed, 
scalding pain in the stomach as soon as she 
tekes wine or any other kind of stimulant, 
These were the symptoms, and nothing could 
more decidedly show an inflammation of the 
stomach, Here was, in the first place, pain 
in the region of the stomach; this pain was 
coustant, and was increased on pressure, and 


‘on taking stimuli of any sort. There was 


alsu creat nausea, great sense of beat in the 
stomach amounting to scalding, and in- 
creased by wine or any other hind of stimu- 
lant. Then there was excessive secretion 
going on there, for her mouth was constantly 
hlled with fluid; she frequently discharged 
a large quantity of thin liquid, and now and 
then even blood came away,—a common 
thing from avy affection of a mucous mem- 
brane; not that there was any extent of it— 
it was ouly a few dark clots. Besides these 
local symptoms of inflammation, there were 


‘general symptoms. ‘(here was great heat, 


and the face was flushed, she was very 
thirsty, and her pulse was 90. There was 
also a disturbed state of the stomach, ano- 
rexia, and nausea, as soon as she took her 
food, and vomiting of these dark clots which 
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came to her throat. You know that one of 
the sets of symptoms in inflammation is that 
arising from disturbed function of the affect- 
ed 0} . She was also emaciated, and her 
bowels were so costive that frequently she 
had not a stool fora whole week. Costive- 
ness is not an uncommon symptom in any 
inflammation, and it very frequently oc- 
curs where the stomach is infamed. Now 
this is a sort of case which you will see 
almost every day. You will have peo- 

come to you, saying that they have 
indigestion, and upon inquiry you will 


be obtained. Besides this, a poultice was 
regularly applied twice a day, so that she 
had the benefit of a constant local warm- 
bath over the stomach, On account, how- 
ever, of her extreme constipation, it wes 
necessary to attend to her bowels; such a 
state could not be healthy, and would cers 
tainly exert an influence upon the condition 
of the stomach, and therefore she had a 
clyster daily. Had I given her medicine 
by the mouth, it would have iritated the 
stomach, have increased the inflammation, 
and might have failed in opening her bowels, 





find that there is tenderness on pressure lin consequence of its being throwa up again, 
upon the stomach, and pain increased as|and not allowed by that organ to pass the 
soon as they take wine or brandy, or any-| pylorus. She had a clyster every day, 
thing of that description, notwithstanding | twelve leeches were applied, and she was 
which they go on eating and drinking, and! allowed nothing but diluents; milk she could 
taking stimulants. | not take ; of barley-water she grew tired, 
I found it impossible to say whether this | and she was restricted at last to weak beef- 
woman was labouring simply under chronic | tea, and of that she took but little, By 
inflammation of the stomach, or whether] these means, on the one hand, without any 
there was united with it organic disease. It| deviation whatever—without an addition 
was impossible for me to say whether there | being made to them, or there being any 
was not scirrhus in some parts of the sto-| cessation of them upon the other (though 
mach—some fungous growth beginning,and | she was only admitted on the 7th of Octo- 
inflammation around it—or whether there | ber, and then so debilitated that she could 
might not also be an ulcer in the stomach. | scarcely turn in bed, and lay principally on 
Unless youcan feel induration,uulesstherebe her back), she was discharged perfectly 
repeated hemorrhage, and « peculiar sallow | well on the gsth of November, having 
hue of the complexion,—unless you can feel| stayed in the house some time in a state of 
enlargement, it is quite impossible in these | convalescence—about seven weeks altoge- 
cases to say with certainty, that there isany|ther. The leeches were applied till they 
thing more than common inflammation. seemed to be exhausting her—till the ten- 
The treatment, however, is to be simply | derness and the heat were diminished, and 
that for chrovic inflammation, If there be then they were discontinued. They were 
organic disease, you will not cure it, and, | applied daily from the 7th of October to the 
if not shown distinctly to exist, you must} 19th of that month, and from that time the 
proceed upon the hope that there is nothing | were applied every other day till the 26th 
more than chronic inflammation. If there | of October, when they were no further re- 
be organic disease, there may be much in-/ quired, The clysters were diminished in 
flammation of course around it, and though | the same proportion—that is to say, for two 
you will not lessen the organic disease by | or three weeks they were employed every 
the remedies for inflammation, you will} day, and after that period every other day, 
lessen the amount of suffering. There are! and then once or twice a week, till the 
so many cases of disease which are thought | bowels had got into a perfectly regular 
to be organic, that are nothing more than) state. ‘Towards the end of October she 
chronic inflammation ; that in every instance, | was so much freed from inflammatory symp- 
unless there be evidence to the contrary, we | toms, but yet so debilitated and so hungry, 
are to act upon the hope that there is xo|that 1 allowed her meat. She took one 
organic disease, and we may thus cure a/mutton-chop from the 26th of October 
considerable number. This woman was ina every other day; and from that time she 
state of great emaciation, and therefore, I | was able to sit up, and gradually recovered, 
confess, | feared the worst; I expectedthat and went away expressing the greatest 
there was probably something more than| gratitude, saying that her life had been 
chronic gastritis. I set to work, however, saved. I donot know whether that was the 
upon the presumption that there was mere | case, but her disease was cured under the 
inflammation. She took not a grain of| means employed. 
medicine during the whole time she was in| I believe that till of late the nature of 
the hospital. Twelve leeches were applied | these cases was not sufficiently attended to, 
to that part of the epigastrium where the| When persons vomiled, and complained of 
greatest pain was felt—the left side, and|a pain in the stomach, a great number of 
these were repeated every day ; as soon as| practitioners were accustomed to give aro- 
they came off, a poultice was applied, in| matics and stimulants of various kinds. In 
order that as much blood as possible might | France this was undoubtedly the general case 
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until the time of Broussais, a celebrated phy- 
sician now practising there. The treatment 
consisted in what they called an'i-spasmo- 
dics. Sometimes not only cases of inflam- 
mation of the stomach, but of the bead and 
various parts of the abdomen, and some- 
times of the chest, were thought diseases of 
debility, and to require stimulants and nou- 
rishment and anti-spasmodics. Stimulants 
and narcotics of all kinds were accordingly 
given. But although Broussais must have 
rendered incalculable benefit to his eountry- 





men, I do not think that we are indebted to 
him for a change of practice in this country; | 
for the change had previously been intro- | 
duced. I know that when I was a student it | 
was the custom to attend to these things, | 
though perhaps not to such an extent as at 
the present day. The state of the abdomen 
was examined in all abdominal affections, to 
see whether there were inflammation or not ; | 
and when I learned the practical part of my 
profession, it was the custom to treat all ir- 
flammatory affections of the abdomen by | 
antipblogistic measures. Perhaps I was 
particularly fortunate, and enjoyed an ad-, 
vantage over a great number of my cotem- 
ries, in studying under the practice of 
Ir. James Curry, at Guy's Hospital. He 
had been a practitioner in India; he had 
practised in the navy, and had seen a great 
deal of the necessity of looking out for in- 
flammation, and treating it by antiphlogistic 
means, general aud local. It was his custom 
in almost every case to turn down the bed- 
clothes, or put his hand under them, and 
= the abdomen (especially in cases of 
ever) in a large number of diseases. I soon 
saw that he was right. Wherever also the 
tient complained of pain he took away | 
lood locally. He had particular notions re- 
specting the liver, and he therefore applied 
cupping-glasses continually to the right hy- 
pochondrium and epigastrium, where the | 
pain was generally seated. ‘I'bere can be no, 
doubt that many of his opinions respecting 
the seat of inflammation were absurd ; he 
ascribed all to the liver, and seldom thought 
of inflammation of the stomach and intestines. 
He ascribed almost all the affections of the 
abdomen tothe liver. His fault consisted in 
localizing too much, and in speaking, not of 
the abdomen at large, but of the liver; and | 
there can be no doubt that he gave mercury | 
more extensively than was necessary. I be- | 
lieve that at that time it was not so much the 
general custom to attend to the inflamma- | 
tory state of the abdomen in fever and other | 
diseases, as was the custom with him; but 
those who saw his practice, my fellow-stu- 
dents and myself, got into the way of attend- | 
ing to it; and I have-no doubt that numbers 
who attended his lectures (which of course 
were far greater than attended his practice) 
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cessfully through the excellent instruction 
they derived from him. We saw his errors, 
but we learned much that was good ; and to 
me, therefore, when I see what the French 
do, and how their opinions are changed in 
the practice they adopt, there is nothing 
new in that practice. It was jeapens A 
familiar tome, and had been so for many 
years ; in fact, 1 never read avy-thing of 
Broussais until very lately ; and when he is 
right (and he is unquestionably as extrava- 
gant in his own way as Dr. Curry was in 
his), I cannot say that what he advances is 
new to me, I mean as far as regards the ime 
portance of searching out for abdominal in- 
flammation, and treating it as inflammation ; 
at the same time, the circumstance that it is 
not new to me is owing to the instruction 
which I received from Dr. Curry. The 
French have an idea that we are not con- 
versant at all with the frequency of abdo- 
minal inflammation; they do not imagine 
that so many diseases are treated in this 
country by taking away blood locally and 


‘generally, as there really are. I know 


that a great many books are written in Eng- 
land as well as in France, presenting erro- 
neous notions of practice ; I know that many 


| persons have taken the lead in practice in 


England who have been but bad practitioners, 
for extent of practice does not show a man’s 
medical knowledge or skill, but merely his 
assiduity and knowledge of mankind; but 
notwithstanding this, | am satisfied that in 
this country there has been for many years 
a large number of practitioners, especially 
those who studied at Guy's Hospital, who 


| have been pursuing their avocations in this 


rational, sound, and, I must add, very sac- 


|cessful way. The French read many books 


published in this country, which contain 
erroneous ideas, and hence they are led to 
fancy that our practice is universally erro- 
neous; that we have no idea of inflamma- 
tion occurring so frequently as they know to 
be the case; but notwithstanding that, I 
am quite satisfied that in no country is the 
frequent occurrence of inflammation more 


| recognised than in England, nor are diseases 


any-where treated on a more antiphlogistic 
plan. Although there may still be many 
practitioners who do not practise in this 
sound rational way, particularly those who 
say they are of the old school (and, after a 
time, we are all of the old school, for we 
are displaced by those who come after us 
and know more), I must think that we do 
consider diseases in this country to be in- 
flammatory as often as practitioners in other 
countries, and that we do adopt antiphlo- 
gistic treatment to as proper an extent, 

To return to the case of the woman. Had 
the inflammation been seated any-where but 
in the stomach, 1 should have assisted the 


are throughout this country practising suc- | leeches by the application of medicines ; but 
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as that was the part to which all the medi- 
cinés must have been applied, | trusted 
altogether to the leeches, lest I should irri- 
tate the organ. For what I know to the 
contrary, calomel might have passed through 


| 


J 


house, The case to which { am now about 
to allude, was one of inflammation of the 
pericerdium and disease of the heart. It 
occurred in Stepben William Simpson, ad- 
mitted Nov. 16th, et.17: he had been ill a 


the stomach without irritating it ; but still | fortnight of acute pericarditis. This boy 
it might not. | trusted that the inflammation | was in the hospital a year before, in a simi- 
of the stomach, chronic as it was, would lar state of violent pericarditis, and then he 


ive way to the leeches, the clysters, and 
low diet ; and | did not think it right to run 
the risk of disturbing the operation of these 
by any medicine, It is possible that by 
calomel I might have got ber mouth tender, 
and the inflammation would have been sub- 
dued much sooner; but still, whether it 
would have loca!ly irritated the stomach by 
its presence, isa point on which | cannot 
speak with certainty. The case was one of 
great interest, from the severity with which 
it showed itself when the patient first came 
to the hospital~on account of the gradual 
decline of the symptoms,—the perseverance 
in ove line of treatment,—and the perfect 
recovery of the woman before she left us. 

It is a common thing for patients to say 
that they feel “* a great sinking,”—that 
they “ must have food ;” and then their 
friends call upon them, and for the purpose 
of looking amiable, whisper in their ears, 
“Never mind what the doctor says; you 
will be better if you take a glass of wine: 
come, one glass can’t hurt you:” and con- 
tinually have I been sent for, after having 
taken the utmost trouble in the case, and 
brought it nearly to a conclusion, merely 
from the circumstance of a person having 
taken a glass or two of wine, and thus 
brought back all the irritation of the sto- 
mach : even if they neglect the strict rules 
of diet too soon, if they merely eat meat 
like other people, they will often be brought 
back to the state in which they were at first. 
These cases are so common, and it is such a 
common practice for persons to take full 
diet, and aromatic medicines, in these cases, 
that I am very anxious that the present case 
should make an impression upon you. 


PERICARDITIS AND DISEASE OF THE HEART. 


There was likewise a case, of which I 
should have spoken last week, possessing 
considerable interest, and which, lt regret to 
say, proved fatal. It is the first case among 
those admitted during the present season, 
in which a post-mortem examination has 
been permitted. There have been between 
seventy and eighty patients admitted under 
my care since the 1st of October, and four 
deaths have occurred,—in two cases from 
hemorrhage that had taken place before the 
patients came to the hospital, and in one 
from apoplexy; but none of these were ex- 
amined in the hospital, though one of them 
was inspected by a'gentléman at the patieut’s 


| 





was cured, or at least was cured of the in- 
flammation itself; and he got so much bet- 
ter that he would not stay in the house, 
but resolved to return to work at his trade 
of a tailor. The symptoms which he had at 
that time were—violent pain in the region 
of the heart, darting to the clavicle and 
shoulder, and back to the scapula; extreme 
tenderness on pressure over the heart; 
violent palpitation ; and all the symptoms 
of pyrexia, The treatment then consisted 
in abundant local bleeding and the exhibi- 
tion of mercury, andhe very soon went out ; 
he went out before [| wished him, for his 
heart was then beating too much, and it 
beat with a bellows sound. This inflamma- 
tion of the pericardium had come on origi- 
nally after an attack of rheumatism, and it 
oceurs by far the most frequently when a 
patient is labouring, or has laboured, under 
rheumatism, and also far the most frequently 
in young persons. 

It appeared from the patient’s account, 
that in the present instance he had been ill 
a fortnight, which was a very considerable 
time for pericarditis to go on. He was la- 
houring under dyspnea, and violent and 
extensive palpitation of the heart, so that 
you might see that organ beat as he lay at 
almost any distance. It beat 160 in a mi- 
nute, and the impulse and sound were per- 
ceived very extensively over the chest. He 
bad violent pain in the region of the heart, 
and a very strong bellows sound, which 
oceurred with the pulse at the wrist, when 
the heart struck the side, He stated that 
he was a tailor, and that while engaged at 
his business a fortnight ego, he was suddenly 
seized with a violent pain and palpitation of 
the heart; that he went and got bled, by 
which he was much relieved for a day or 
two ; he then got wet through, and the pal- 
pitation soon returned, with the pain, which 
now reached the clavicle, and darted back 
to the scapula, The next morning he had 
shivering, and a cough came on, and he was 
bled and blistered. The pulse was often 
irregular, very small, and at times hardly 
distinguishable,—a common occurrence in 
pericarditis, There was great and exten- 
sive dulness of sound on percussion over 
the cardiac region. There is a dulness on 
percussion if there be effusion into the peri- 
cardium, for a certain space is then filled 
with liquid instead of air, in the region of the 
chest; but the dull sound did not arise from 
that circumstance in the present instancey 
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There was also great cough, without expec- 
toration, which laste sometimes for five mi- 
nutes, and the respiration was difficult, ex- 
cept when he was sitting up, or lying on 
his back ; there was increased dyspnea at 
night. Iu addition to these symptoms of| cavity was nearly destroyed by the lymph 
peseandion, there were anasarca und aséites ; | which had been thrown out, part of which 

is abdomen was distended, and his legs} appeared to be recent, and part ancient,— 
The com- | produced in the attacks which he suffered 


and thighs were of great size. 
mon symptoms of pericarditis are, pain in| last year. The inflammation had been so 
lintense that there was not only, this adhe- 


the region of the heart, darting to the cla- 
vicle and back to the scapula, and tender- | sion or rather cohesion of the pericardium, 
ness in the pericardium, if you press the | but there were also adhesions externally ; 
cartilages of the ribs down upon it. These | the pleura in the immediate neighbourhood 
symptoms, together with rapidity of the | had suffered, and bands were seen between 
pulse, palpitations, difficulty of breathing,| the lungs and pericardium, and lungs and 
and a dry cough, made up the account which | costal pleura. ‘The marks of previous peri- 
he gave. The peculiar seat of the pain and | carditis were, therefore, decided enough, 
tenderness, the palpitation and pyrexia show, | and the pericarditis appeared to have been 
almost in every case, the nature of the dis- | cured ; but the difficulty was, how the heart 
ease. But there was a great deal more in | could Lave been enlarged to this great ex- 
this case : there was, first, the dull sound, | tent, especially retaining its natural thick- 
to a great extent, in the region of the heart. | ness, if he had been perfectly well a fort- 
Now, he said, he had been perfectly well! night before. Ifa part is stretched and di- 
jlated rapidly, it cannot suffer this but by 


till within a fortnight, and therefore, if he 
spoke the truth, it was improbable that the extenuation, and cannot rapidly experience 
such a deposition as will maintain its thick- 


dull sound should arise from the heart being 

greatly enlarged ; but there must have been | ness during dilatation, I do not pretend to 
something sudden, probably some effusion of solve the difficulty, but know that | have 
fluid, especially when the anasarca was taken | Opened persons where the heart was not di- 
into consideration. There was another circum- jlated to half the extent it was in this in- 
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haps to four times its natural size ; and its 
thickness was retained, so that there was 
a great addition of substance; there was 
great hypertrophy. There was adhesion 
nearly ail over the pericardium, so that the 


stance, namely, that the heart beat to agreat | stance, who yet had suffered dreadfully for 
extent, as though it were enlarged, and very | many months; in addition to which, it must 
forcibly, as though it were hypertrophied. | be borne in mind that he was a tailor, and 


It likewise beat loudly ; but there was a/ therefore had no occasion for active pursuits ; 
difticulty here, because a bellows sound and appeared to have a very strong mind, 
occurred, and that was the only sound beard | capable of suffering much without complain- 
from the ventricles ; and the auricles also) ing. Having great doubts from the various 
beat loudly and clearly. 1 confess, if ] lad | features of his case, when he assured me that 
not been told any-thing of the case, but had | he had had no difficulty in breathing and no 
simply trusted to my own observation, 1 | palpitation, I asked whether he had observed 
should have at once declared this to be a| any-thing whatever unusual about the heart, 
case, not of pericarditis only, but also one | to which he did reply “* Yes,” that he had 
of diseased heart, of hypertrophy and dila- | had the bellows-sound ever since he was in 
tation of the left ventricle, with a difficulty | the hospital last year. He was acquainted 
of egress from it ; for never were the symp- with the term, because, when in the hospital 
toms of these affections more strongly tmark-| before, the bellows-sound occurred, and 
ed; but the patient assured me that he had | though of course he could not put bis ear 
been perfectly well till within a fortnight, | to his chest, yet he beard the sound when he 
when he was suddenly seized with pain and | was in bed, and he said thatit had never left 
palpitation, and as it was impossible for me} him. Such being the case, | have no doubt 
to deny this, I only ventured to put down | that the heart had been dilated nearly the 


pericarditis. He was bled in the arm, and 
well cupped, and mercurialised, and was a 
great deal better, excepting that the heart 
still gave the same sound, signs of hyper- 
trophy, and dilatation, and obstruction, gs 
before, when, ou sitting up, taking some food 
one day, he suddenly expired: he was not 
taking digitalis, or the sudden event might 
Lave been ascribed to that medicine. 

On opening the body (I am sorry to say 
that I cannot show you the heart), the heart 

resented great appearance of disease. ‘The 

ft ventricle was amazingly dilated, per- 


| whole time he bad been out of the hospital, 
| because there was no cause for the bellows 
sound but the dilatation. You are aware 
that the bellows sound sppears to arise from 
a certain degree of impediment to the pro- 
gress of the blood in the heart or the large 
vessels. Jn this case there was no diminu- 
tion of the mouth of the aorta; but the bel- 
lows sound was heard the loudest in the left 
half of the cardiac region, and at the moment 
of the heart’s stroke and of the pulse of the 
wrist ; it arose, therefore, in the transit of 
the blood from the left ventricle; but the 
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opening not being diseased, not being at all 
narrowed, the impediment arose from the 
great dilatation of the ventricle bebind the 
opening. Each opening bears a certain na- 
tural proportion to the cavity, and allows 
the escape of the blood without any noise ; 
but if the proportion of the opening be les- 
sened, then the particular noise of the bel- 
lows sound is heard. Now this may take 
place by the opening being absolutely dimi- 
nished itself, the cavity remaining the same; 
or, again, the opening being perfectly natu- 
ral, but the cavity being incrensed, so that 
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very much, You know the error which I 
might bave been led into in a case spoken 
of last week, the case of colic from lead. 
There was violent pain down the spine, and 
in the extremities, and yet the patient 
stoutly denied that he had been in the way 
of lead, till at last it came out that he had 
been painting his ship. Now with respect 
to that boy, there was this one fact allowed 
by him, that he had had the bellows sound 
for a year, and therefore, under the particu- 
lar circumstances of the heart discovered 





post mortem, the heart must have been di- 
lated all the time; but with respect to bis 


the natural-sized opening wi!l be too small | 
for the free escape of the blood from the | being in sound health, suffering no palpita- 
morbidly large cavity. That was the case | tion, and no difficulty of breathing, I doubt 
in the present instance ; the opening was | the truth of his statement very much. If I 
not diminiehed, but the cavity was increased. | had cross-questioned him very minutely, I 
Frequently you will find that both are in-| should no doubt have found that he had 
creased ; that the cavity and the opening are | suffered, but that he had borne his sufferings 
dilated together, so that there is then no bel- quietly, and been above talking of his com- 
lows sound ; but if the opening continue of | plaints, because he was young and had good 
its natural dimensions, and the cavity be) spirits; indeed, I had last year been struck 
greatly increased, then you will hear the} with the firmness and nableness of his mind, 
bellows sound. In this case the bellows | With respect to the cause of sudden death, 
sound was very loud, and there was nothing | | imagine it arose from a sudden loss of the 
to produce it but the dilatation of the ven-| power of the heart. You are aware that if 
tricle, compared with which, the opening | any part of the body become much distend- 
was felt by the fingers to be of extreme! ed, much dilated, it loses its power. When 


smallness. Now as this bellows sound ex-| the bladder has been excessively distended 

by urine it will not empty itself; retention 
| of urine is the consequence, and you must 
press upon the bladder to cause its evacua- 
tion. In this patient the left ventricle of 
the heart was found completely filled with 
coagulated blood, perfectly black; and it 
was therefore certain that the left ventricle 
did not act at the moment of death. In 
general you find the left ventricle quite 
empty, or containing little blood ; the accu- 
mulation is upon the right side of the heart. 
A difficulty of course occurs in the trans- 
mission of the blood through the lungs, and 
therefore in the right side you have accu- 
mulation. As long as this—the ultimum 
moriens—can transmit its blood through 
| the lungs, the left ventricle receives blood, 
jand sends it through the aorta, whence it 
finds its way into the system at large. There 
was not only as much blood on the right side 
of the heart as usual, but the left ventricle 
was full of it, and | therefore conclude that 
the left ventricle had suddenly ceased toact— 
had suddenly lost its power, and could not 
chase away its blood. 

With respect to the cases admitted last 
week, I shall not have time to speak of 
them ; but I will enumerate them, and you 
will find them of an interesting description, 
Among the women were four patients ; one 
with scirrhus of the womb—a very intense 
case of scirrhus; one of a diseased ovarium, 
where there was a solid tumour and dropsy to 
a greatextent; one of acute rheumatism, and 
a case of fever. Among the men seven pa- 


isted ever since last year, and had grown so 
violent that he heard it always himself be- 


fore this last attack, I cannot but conclude 
that the dilatation had existed all the time; 
there was no other cause for the bellows 
sound ; the bellows sound did exist al] that 
time ; it was impossible to believe that this 
dilatation could have taken place in a fort- 
night. The right auricle is often dilated 
just before death, from the great impedi- 
ment to the circulation in the lungs; but 
in that case the part becomes thinner than 
usual. In this case, although the heart was 
greatly dilated, it was not thinner than 
usual, and therefore the dilatation must have 
been a slow process ; fresh substance must 
have been deposited in the walls of the ven- 
tricle, to make up for the dilatation. If the 


dilatation had been merely the result of | 


over-distension, then the part would have 
been thinner; but instead of that it re- 
mained of its natural thickness, and there- 
fore the dilatation must have been attended 
by the deposition of additional substance, to 
keep up the original thickness. ‘This was a 
case of hypertrophy, because with the dila- 
tation there was the natural thickness; for 
if there had been no additional substance, no 
hypertrophy, the part would have been 
thinner than usual. You must remember 
this circumstance, that although the heart 
may not be thicker than usual, there may be 
hypertrophy ; its cavity may be greatly di- 
, and its thickness he unimpaired. 
I doubt the truth of this boy’s account 
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tients were admitted : one case of palsy of 
the wrists from lead, oue of palsy of the 
lower extremities from working in a wet 
ditch, a case of bronchitis and dropsy, one 
of diabetes, one of St. Vitus’s-dance, one of 
@ cutaneous disease, icthyosis, and one of 
palsy of the ue, one eyelid, one eye, 
and one half of the face, with a degree of 
aberration of the mind. 





ON THE 
EMPLOYMENT OF ACETATE OF LEAD IN 


ULCERS OF THE CORNRA, 
AND OF NITRATE OF SILVER 
IN OPACITIES, 


By Joux Wixvsor, Esq. F.L.S., Surgeon 
to the Manchester Eye Institution, &c. 


Pencetvine in Tne Lancer of this week 
(Nov. 27th) an extract from a paper of Dr. 
Jacob (the paper itself I have not yet seen) 
in the fifth volume of the Dublin’ Hospital 
Reports, respecting the effects of acetate of 
lead lotion when applied to ulcers of the 
cornea, I am induced to offer a few obser- 
vations on this subject, which had attracted 
my notice for some time, without my having 
been aware that similar remarks had been 
made, or were making elsewhere. As the 
subject is one of considerable importance in 
the treatment of an organ so conspicuous 
and so useful as the eye, the following short, 
and perbaps rather imperfect, cases may not 
be without practical interest. I had in- 
tended enlarging them before submitting 
them to publication, but at the present time 
they may be useful in confirming the accu- 
rate observations of Dr. Jacob. 

Whilst it is well known that ulcers of the 
cornea, if of rather large magnitude over 
the pupil, often destroy vision by the size 
and imperviousness to light of the cicatrix, 
I believe that a smaller one, which, when 
healed, might still leave tolerable vision, as 
its circumference will, if treated by lead- 
lotion, from the deposit of the lead to the 
very margin of the ulcer, have frequently a 
similar effect in entirely obstructing vision, 
so dense and opaque is the stain left in 
these cases. In common inflammation of 
this organ, any decomposition or deposit of 
the lead is easily removed by the tears, and 
the motion of the palpebre from the smooth 
surface of the organ; but the scabrous un- 
equal surface of an ulcer seems to afford a 
State more favourable to the attachment of 
the deposited Jead, and thus an indelible 
stain is formed, too frequently destructive to 
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vision, The effect produced on ulcers of 
the cornea by lead, is, in appearance, some- 
what similar to that produced by the es- 
charotic effects of lime accidentally applied 
| to the eye, in presenting a dense impervious 
‘opacity with a clear defined edge. The 
effects of arg, nitr., so much used in opaci- 
ties of the cornea, are, according to my ob- 
servations, chiefly on the white part of the 
eye, giving to this part, especially that op- 
posed to the inferior palpebra, from the ap- 
plication resting more here, a disagreeable 
dark-olive colour. From these observations, 
it will readily be perceived that it is im- 
proper to employ strong acetate of lead lo- 
tionsin all cases of ulceration of the cornea, 
especially when the ulcer is situated over 
the pupil. In such cases I bave for some 
time prescribed only the most simple appli- 
cations, as tepid or cold water, poppy fomen- 
tations, ke, Or, in order to neutralize any 
‘alkaline solution on the eye, and thus pre- 
vent any precipitate upon the ulcer, if the 
acetate of lead is employed, it should have 
an excess of acetic acid, and this will be re- 
quired whether the acetate or subacetate 
jof lead is employed. Yet, in acute inflam- 
| mation, it would be obviously improper that 
the excess of acid* should be so great as to 
stimulate the eye. In opacities of the cor~ 
nea, if the nitrate of silver is employed in 
the form of drops once or twice a day, it 





|should not be continued more than two or 


three months, but an occasional inspection 
of the eye will sufficiently point out the 
proper time, and then it may be changed for 
oxymuriate of mercury, the vinum opii, or 
some similar application. a? 

Tn one patient at the Institution, the 
tingeing effects of the nitrate were observed 
after it had been used four months and a 
half. In another patient of the Institution, 
Jane Stott, it had been applied eight months 
and a half, but perhaps irregularly, and yet 
the tingeing effects were only commencing, 
In a third patient, Elizabeth Roberts, the 
gutta arg. nitr. (gr. ij. ad aque distill, f. Zi.) 
have beeu used about six months, and the 
dark-olive discoloration of the albuginea is 
apparent at the inferior part. By the addi- 
tion of a very small quantity of nitric acid 
to the gutt. arg. nitr., any jdiscolouring 
effects from the transudation of the deposit 
through the texture of the tunics, would 
probably be prevented, and thus the appli- 
cation might be employed without injury 
for au indefinite time. If any discolouration 
from other applications were to occur, it 
might also probably be counteracted by an 
addition of the appropriate acid. ' 

The following was the first case in which 





* By prescribing the acetate of lead lotion every 
week (as er. 85., ss, ad aqua f. one ounce), the 
addition of a very little acid will suffice. 








MR. WHATTON'S CASE OF AMPUTATION. 


I observed the effects of the lead-lotion. 1 
made the subjoined note at the time :— 
Case 1.—May, 1830. ‘The daughter, et. 
3, of Gladwin, 11, Cross Street, Salford, 
was brought to me by her father, on account 
ofa rather large ulcer of the cornea over the 
pupil, attended with considerable inflam- 
mation and iotolerance of light. After using 
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unfortunately not suceessful, will, I trust, 
prove interesting to the readers of Tue Lan- 
CET, omen? to those who yet retain a re- 
| collection of the melancholy case of a dis- 
tinguished character, which occurred in this 
neighbourhood a few weeks since. 
On Saturday last, at Staley Bridge, eight 
miles from Manchester, a poor fellow of the 


the common saturnine lotion for a few days,/name of Walker, in sliding down a rope 
a dense white spot appeared on the part as| from the top of a lofty chimney, the build- 
if it had been burnt by lime, probably from | ing of which had been that day completed, 
a deposit of lead precipitated by the mucus | fell with great violence upon a heap of bricks 
or tears on the part, The child was brought at the bottom. He received a most exten- 
to me afterwards several times, and nearly | sively comminuted compound fracture of the 
the same appearance continued as the ulcer | left leg, from the ancle to the knee-joint, a 
was healing. compound dislocation of the right ancle, and 
Dec. 1. I called, in passing, to visit this | a double simple fracture of the upper arm 
child, and found the opacity covering the on the same side, under the insertion of the 
inferior inner part of the pupil, but she could | deltoid muscle above, and about an inch 
see a little by the exterior and superior | above the elhow below. ‘The loss of blood 
margin, | was not very great. The man was under 
Case 2.—Patrick Grimes, a middle-aged | the care of Mr. Cheetham, surgeon, of Staley, 
man, was admitted a patient of the Man-| and before my arrival had been carried home 
chester Eye Institution, Sept. 8, 1830, with ‘and laid on a bed. He was in a complete 
a large ulcer of the cornea over the left pu- | state of collapse and nearly insensible, bis 
il, attended with considerable pain and face covered with cold perspiration, cold ex- 
inflammation. The affection commenced a} tremities, and the pulse at the wrist quite 


fortnight previously. He was prescribed a 
saturnine lotion, purging powders, calomel 
and opium pills, and a blister behind the 
left ear, to be kept open by blistering oint- 
ment. 

14. Pain and inflammation relieved. Con- 
tinue medicine. 

17. A white defined opacity, the effect 
appareutly of precipitated lead, observed 
occupying the site of the ulcer. Fotus 
papay, and rep. pulv. purgat. 

Nov.19. The ulcer is nearly healed, but 
the opacity continues in neatly, if not ex- 
actly, the same state. 

Case 3.—Jobn Newton was admitted a 
aay of the Manchester Eye Institution, 

ay 15, 1830, affected with an ulcer of the 
cornea. A saturnine lotion and some other 
remedies were prescribed. He continued tu 
attend occasionally, the ulcer healed, but 
its situation bad previously assumed a de- 


fined whiteness, partly owing, apparently, | 


to lead precipitate. These and some other 
cases have been witnessed by the pupils, 
and also by my colleagues, at the institu- 
ti 


ion. 
Manchester, Dec. 2, 1830. 


CASE OF EXTENSIVE INJURY, IN WHICH 
AMPUTATION 
WAS PERFORMED WITHOUT SUCCESS. 
By W. R. Wuatroy, Esq., Surgeon, 
Manchester. 


Aw account of the enclosed case of exten- 
sive injury followed by amputation, though 


imperceptible. Warmth and cordials were 
| Unremittingly applied with a view of estab- 
| lishing a reaction of the circulation ; which, 
, however, did not not take place until twenty- 
| four hours after the accident, Until seven 
| o'clock on the following evening, he had 
j aot so far recovered from the shock of the 
accident as to offer even chance of bearing 
amputation, 

The fractured arm was reduced, and, upon 
examining the ancle of the same side, it was 
found that in consequence of having fallen 
perpendicularly upon his feet the astragalus 
had been split, and about two-thirds of that 
bone had been carried outwards by the 
wedge-like pressure of the lower end of the 
tibia, and lodged immediately under the 
outer ancle, its articulating surface being 
distinctly recognisable through the tense in- 
teguments, 

It was agreed, upon a consultation with 
Messrs. Cheetham, Hutton, and Pearson, 
to attempt to save this limb ; and in order 
to remove the fractured portion of the astra- 
galus, the opening was enlarged, when it 
slipped out of its new position, and I was 
enabled to detach it by a few touches of the 
scalpel, from some remaining points of cone 
nexion with the ligament. The wound was 
dressed with a piece of lint dipped in blood, 
and covered with strips of adhesive plaster 
and a roller, and the foot placed upon a pil- 
low and supported in a position at right 
angles with the limb. 

The fractured leg on the left side was 
removed above the knee in little more than 
one minute ; the poor man bore the operas 
tion remarkably well, and the jamenings 
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was very trifling. He soon rallied from its; directed to the support of life, when, from 
effects upon the constitution, got some com- | any circumstance, it was endangered, and 
fortable sleep, and continued through the | perceiving that though fluid nourishment was 
night gradually improving. At eight o'clock frequently taken, there was little or no loss 
in the morning, however; in making some by the bowels,‘the kidneys, or, as far as was 
effort, probably to ease his position, he lost| perceptible, by the skin, I was led to sup- 
i ion, difficulty of breathing and | pose that the absorbents in these cases were 
t faintness came on, and in halfan hour) thrown into strong action for the purpose of 
expired, Aninspection of the body, un- filling the blood-vessels, and that in conse- 
fortunately, could not be procured. I had | quence of this the healthy proportions of the 
entertained a sanguine hope that this poor circulating fluid were necessarily altered, 
fellow would have done weil ; he had evi-|and as a very natural effect that the heart 
dently recovered from the constitutional | and blood-vessels were morbidly stimulated, 
shock both of the accident and the subse-|and the pain of the head and other febrile 
quent operation ; aad from the great length; symptoms produced. Blood when abstract- 
of time expended in restoring animation, as|ed favoured this view of the subject, the 
well as from the suddenness of his death at | crassamentum was small in proportion to the 
the last, it is not improbable that he was/ serum, but exhibited marks of strong vascu- 
carried off by internal hemorrhage, from | lar excitement, being firm and much cupped. 


rupture of some of the contents of the thorax 
or abdomen. 
Manchester, Dec. 8th, 1850. 


TREATMENT OF DISEASE RESULTING FROM 
EXCESSIVE LOSS OF BLOOD. 


-_— 


To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 


Str,—Having seen in your valuable pub- 
lication, of which I am a constant reader, 
two interesting cases by Dr. Elliotson, in 
his clinical lectures, un the dangerous, and 
often fatal, consequences of a large loss of 
blood from the uterus (in one of these it 
was not from that organ), I am induced, 
though not accustomed to expose myself in 
print, to send you a few observations on that 
subject ; especially as 1 do not find any 
attempt of the doctor to account for the very 
excited state of the vascular system which 
often takes place in such cases. 

In nearly fifty years’ practice, and that not 
avery confined one, I may be supposed to 
have witnessed many cases of very distress- 
ing consequences from uterine hemorrhage, 
both before and after delivery ; and it many 
times astonished me to find patients, within 
twenty-four hours, or much less, after the 
loss of blood, when the exhaustion was so 
great that the pulse was scarcely perceptible, 
and symptoms of the most imminent danger 
appeared, with a full-bounding pulse, dis- 
tressing pain of the head, dry skin, heat on 
the surface, and all the symptoms of a high- 
ly-excited vascular system ; for all which 

was for a long time totally at a loss to 
account,—the term reaction not seeming at 
all adequate to explain the appearances. 
But reflecting on the subject, as I often did, 
it at last struck me that these could not be 
indications of empty vessels, and I was 
therefore led to conjecture how they could 
be otherwise. Observing the efforts of na 
ure on other occasions to be very strongly 


How far this mode of accounting for appear- 
ances may meet the approbation of your 
numerous intelligent readers | cannot say, 
but all my subsequent practice has confirmed 
it in my own mind; and, adopting such 
measures as appeared most likely to coun- 
teract the injurious effects of such a state of 
the system, | have had much satisfaction in 
it, and do not remember that I ever lost a 
patient who had survived the reaction a few 
days ; though I do not mean to say that I 
have had no difficulties to struggle with, or 
no demands on my patience. 

Believing that no system of management, 
however well adapted, could quickly alter 
the condition of the circulating fluid, I have 
contented myself with a mild soothing plan 
of treatment, combating any more pressing 
symptoms as they arose, leaving! to time, 
and a gradual process, the recovery ‘of my 
patient, in which 1 do not know that I have 
ever been disappointed, I keep my patient 
constantly in a recumbent posture for weeks, 
if the symptoms demand it, for the purpose 
of not disturbing the circulation ; give fari- 
naceous food, with milk, principally, and 
avoid all stimulants; keep the temples and 
head cool with cloths dipped in vinegar and 
water, or an evaporating lotion ; move the 
intestines by the gentlest purgatives ; en- 
deavour to keep the skin moist by antimouial 
rather than saline diaphoretics, carefully 
avoiding the least nausea; and act on the 
kidneys when necessary with soda water, 
When the symptoms of great excitement 
are allayed, and not before, I allow small 
quantites of animal nourishment, and as soon 
as the system can bear it give some prepara- 
tion of iron, which, however, appears to me 
to act best in small doses long continued, 
By these means I believe that the irritation 
of the system is best allayed and conva- 
lescence soonest produced ; the blood-vessela 
become gradually filled with better blood, 
and the healthy functions of the whole sys- 
tem are restored. 
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THE APOTHECARIES’ ACT. 


All this may appear feeble practice to the | 
bolder practitioners of the present day, but | 
having experienced its salutary effects in 
divers extreme cases, | am induced to commu- | 
nicate it, and willingly submit to any animad- 
versions from your more learned correspon- 
dents, and any shortening or exclusion alto- 
gether of your own, if what I have written | 
appear too lengthy or of little value, having | 
no private ends to serve, nor any wish but | 
to throw a mite (a very little one) into the 
treasury of facts tending to public benefit. 

SENEX. 

West Middlesex, Dec. 10, 1830. 








THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, Dec. 25, 1830. 
<a 

In No. 380, page 369, of this Journal, we 
furnished our readers with a condensed ac- 
couut of the laws relating to the Company 
of Apothecaries, up to the session of Parlia- 
ment for 1815, when the Apothecaries Act, 
which came into operation on the 1st of 
August in that year, received the sanction 
of the Legislature. 
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and are hereby declared to be, in full force 
and virtue, and shall be as good and valid 
and effectual, to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever, as if this Act had not been 
made.” There is, however, as usual, the 
customary exception to the ALL; for it 
says “‘ save and except such part or parts 
thereof as are hereby altered, varied, or re- 
pealed.” The alterations were numerous 
enough, in all conscience, and the new 
powers conferred by the Act were really 
prodigious, The repealed portions of the 
charter relate to the inspection of apothe-~ 
caries’ shops in and within seven miles of 
the City of London,-—the destruction of 
drugs found unfit for use,—and the “ power 
and authority to examine and try all and 
singular persons professing, using, or exer- 
cising, or who hereafter shall profess, use, 
or exercise, the art or mystery of apothe- 
caries within the aforesaid city of London, 
the liberties or suburbs thereof, touching 
and concerning their and every of their 
knowledge, skill, and science, in the afore- 
said art or mystery of apothecaries, and to 


Tn pursuance of the plan which we have | remove and prohibit all those from the exer- 


adopted for presenting the profession with 
an “ analysis of medical law,”’ we shall now | tery whom hereafter they shall find either 
enter on an investigation of the clauses of | unskilful, ignorant, or insufficient, or obsti« 
the Act of 1815; or, rather, we will, on this | nate, or refusing to be examined by virtue 
occasion, lay before the reader the essence | of these presents in the art or mystery afore- 





cise, use, or practice, of the said art or mys- 


of as many clauses of the Act as our space | said.” 


will afford. Having executed this part of} Instead of these preposterous and out_ 


our task, we shall place in immediate con- | rageous powers, so insulting to the whole 
trast several of the provisions which are to} of theapothecaries of London, it was enact- 
be found in this Act, and in the Charter of | ed, ‘‘ That the master, wardens, &c., shall 
James I., and then sum up by pointing out | and may, from time time, in the day-time, 
the numberless anomalies and absurdities | as often as shall seem expedient to them, 
with which the clumsy volume of medical | go and enter into any shop or shops of any 
statutes abound. | person or persons whatever using or exer- 

In the first clause of the Act of 1815, it cising the art or mystery of an apothecary 
is stipulated “‘ That the said recited charter |in any part of Eyctann or Wates, and 
of the fifteenth year of the reign of his Ma- | shall or may search, survey, prove, and de- 
jesty King James I., and all and every the| termine, if the medicines, simple or com- 
powers, provisions, penalties, forfeitures, pound, wares, drugs, or any thing or things 
regulations, clauses, matters and things | whatsoever therein contained, aud belonging 
therein contained, shall be, and the same is/ to the art ormystery of apothecaries afore- 
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said, be wholesome, meet, and fit for the 
cure, health, and ease of his Majesty's sub- 
jects; and all and every such medicines, 
wares, drugs, &¢e. which they shall find 
false, deceitful, unlawfully stale, unwhole- 
some, corrupt, pernicious, or hurtful, they 
shall and may burn or otherwise destroy.” 
These are the powers now held under the 
Apothecaries’ Act, by a company of whole- 
sale and retail dealers in drugs! Can there 
be a greater outrage on all the principles of 
fair dealing, than the possession of such 
unjust privileges? What would be said if 
the linen-drapers of Regent Street were 
empowered to examine the goods of the 


INVESTIGATION OF THE CLAUSES OF 


a Company of retail traders. It is worthy 
of remark, that this practice of visiting and 
examining in the day-time, is not deemed 
essential to the success of the practice of 
medicine and the welfare of his Majesty’s 
subjects, for it is merely permissive. The 
master and wardens “‘ may” go into any 
part of Evcianp or Waxes. They “ may” 
examine any apothecary's shop ; they “ may” 
burn, or otherwise destroy. Why this 
* may ?” The examination of apothecaries’ 
shops with a view to ascertain the fitness of 
drugs for medicinal uses, is, or is not, ne- 
cessary; if it be necessary, then the master 
and wardens should be commanded to insti- 





linen-drapers of Bond Street, and to con- 
sign to destzuction all those portions which | 
they chose to say were unfit for use, or had 
been improperly manufactured, or which | 
were unsuited to the tastes of the day?) 
What, we ask, would be said of any impu- 
dent knaves, who could claim such a right? 
Yet the House of Commons, that most in- 
tellectual assembly, conceded this privilege 
to the hags of Rhubarb Hall, without he- 
sitation or murmur! Nor isthe ‘‘ burning” 
all; for the examiners are required “ to 
report to the master, warden, and assistants 
of the said society, the name or names of 
such person or persons as shall be found to 
have the unwholesome or improper wares in 
their possession, and the master and warden 
may impose and levy the following fines and 
penalties upon each and every person whose 
name shall be so reported to them ;—for the 
first offence, the sum of five pounds ; for the 
second offence the sum of ten pounds ; and | 
for the third and for every other offence, | 
the sum of twenty pounds!” 

In this provision, the power of the Apo- 
thecaries’ Company was at once extended 
over the whole of England and Wales; and 
Apothecaries, who had been practising for 
forty years, and who had never been dis- 
graced by holding any connexion with the 
people of Rhubarb Hall, were thus, with- 
out appeal, placed under the surveillance of 





tute such examinations, and to omit doing so 
at their peril. And if it be not necessary, 
why is this power constantly held in terrorem 
over the heads of a most respectable and 
honourable class of gentlemen? Whatever 
may have been the effects of this right, in 
relation to the profession generally, it must 
be clear to all, that the tendency of the sti- 
pulation is wonderfully calculated to increase 
the trade of the Worshipful Company. For 
practitioners, finding themselves thus at the 
mercy of these traffickers, would, of course, 
rather procure their drugs from the Hail, 
whatever may be the charge, than, by buy- 
ing them elsewhere, incur the risk of seeing 
them destroyed before their own doors,—of 
being fined, and of having their reputation 
forever ruined. The Worshipful Company 
would not, could not, think it necessary to 
examine drugs that had been sent from their 
own warehouses, or chemicals supplied by 
their own laboratories. These must be 
genuine, and scrutiny would be lost labour. 
We should like to know if any other corpo- 
ration be invested with a similar arbitrary 
power. Some pert and empty sticklers for 


ancient privileges will contend, that it was 
a wise and salutary authority to protect the 
public from the effects of noxious medical 
Such arguments are insulting 
to the whole of the apothecaries of the king- 
dom, Medical practitioners are too deeply 


compounds, 





aries’ 
ess of 
fr, ne- 
aster 
insti- 
ng so 
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interested in the successful issue of their | farrago of medico-legal trash and insult :— 
professional labours, to be regardless of the | And whereas it is the pury of every per- 
quality of their drugs, Their reputation, son exercising the mystery of an apothecary, 
their professional existence, their bread, | to prepare with exactness and to dispense 
depend upon the integrity of the medicines such medicines as may be directed for the 
they prescribe. Can the English apothe- | sick by any physician lawfully licensed to 
eary ever hold the rank of an independent practise physic by the president and com- 
professional gentleman, whilst such a sta- |monalty of the faculty of physic in London, 
tute as this remaius in force? The charter or by either of the two universities of Ox- 
of the Grocers’ Company does not empower |ford or Cambridge; therefore, for the fur- 
that body to destroy the teas, sugars, aud | ther protection, security, and benefit, of his 
spices, of the grocers of EnoLanxp and | Majesty’s subjects, be it enacted, That if 
Waxes. Yet it was granted contempora-|®®y person using or exercising the art and 
neously with that of the apothecaries, when | mystery of an apothecary shall at any time 
the Company of Grocers and Apothecaries | knowingly, wilfully, and contumaciously re- 
was made two distinct companies by the| fuse to make, mix, compound, prepare, give, 
15th James I, The fact, however, that the apply, or administer, or any way to sell, set 
apothecaries of that period were the mere 00 sale, put forth, or put to sale, to any per- 
servants of the physicians, explains what 502 Or persons whatever, any medicines, 
otherwise would have been an inexplicable compound medicines, or medicinable com- 
mystery. The charter of the College of Phy- positions, or shall deliberately, or negligent- 
sicians confers upon that body the same ly, falsely, unfaithfully, fraudulently, or un- 
control over the apothecaries of London, as duly make, mix, compound, prepare, give, 
the Act of 1815 has conferred upou the | apply, or administer, or any way sell, set on 
Company of Drug Dealers over the apothe- sale, put forth, or put to sale, to any person 
caries of Exctanp and Waes. If there or persons whatever, any medicines, com- 
were no servants, there would be no pound medicines, or medicinable composi 
masters ; and if the primitive apothecaries | tions, as directed by any prescription, order, 
had not been the mere tools, or lacqueys, of | or receipt, signed with the initials, in his 
the physicians, they never would have been | own hand-writing, of any physician so law- 
subjected to correction from the hollow | fully licensed to practise physic, such per- 
gold-headed canes of the present day. | Son or persons so offending shall, upon com- 

The fourth clause declares that no person | plaint made withio twenty-one days by such 
appointed by the master or wardens to be| physician, and upon conviction of such 
one of the Court of Examiners, or to be one | offender before any of his majesty’s justices 
of the individuals appointed to inspect the) of the peace, unless such offender can show 
shops of the apothecaries, shall be deemed | some satisfactory reason, excuse, or justifi- 
to be properly qualified, unless be shall|cation in this behalf, forfeit for the first 
have been a member of the Society of offence the sum of five pounds; for the 
Apothecaries of not less than ten years’| second offence the sum of ten pounds ; and 
standing. for the third offence he shall forfeit his cer- 

The fifth clause relates particularly to ube | tificate, and be rendered incapable in future 
duty or profession of an apothecary, and it| of using or exercising the art and mystery of 
must be read with peculiur satisfaction by | an apothecary, and be liable to the penalty 
those members of the profession who con-|juflicted by this Act upon all whe practise 
sider that they are competent aud inde-|as such without a certificate, in the same 
pendent medical practitioners, Here is the| manner as if such party so convicted had 
FF2 








436 IGNORANCE OF MR. BAKER. 


fever been furnished with a certificate ena- physicians who are deemed legally authoris- 
bling him to practise as au apothecary ; and ed to practise, and the surgeou-apothecary 
such offender so deprived of his certificate is bound by law to obey their commands, 
shall be rendered and deemed incapable in| under the threat of a penalty. But, mark ; 


future of receiving and holding any fresh 
certificate, unles? the said party so applying | 
for a renewal of his certificate shall faithfully 
promise and undertake, and give good and | 


the chemist and druggist is not so hampered ; 
he is left free. He may contumaciously re- 
fuse to dispense the prescription of a legally- 


authorised physician. The Colleges of Phy- 


sufficient security, that he will not in future | sicians and Surgeons, in framing the clause, 


be guilty of the like offence.” 

Every line of this Act shows, by some 
pointed indication, that the whole was a 
juggle got up by the three medical compa- 
nies for their own wished-for advantage. 
The Company of Apothecaries gaped for the 
fees for the licenses ; the College of Physi- 
cians literally longed to show their mastery 
over the apothecaries, and to protect their 
per-centage friends, the chemists and drug- 
gists; and the College of Surgeons fancied 
that there was to be seen in the successful 
issue of the Apothecaries’ Act, the certain 
prospect of a triumphant campaign for 
themselves in the field of legislation. 

On perusing this Act of 1815, one is 


| were prodigal of this liberty. But the 


| 


chemist was prohibited from medical prac- 
tice. Not so the surgeon-apothecary, who, 
therefore, in the way of drawback upon 
his independence and privileges, was to be 
But 


tyrants and monopolisers are ever, in the 


made the slave of the physician, 


end, foes to themselves. Their efforts are 
always most beneficial to the public when 
least suspected by them, and the encroach- 
ments of the medical corporations upon 
| the rights and privileges of the profes- 
sion, will lead to as splendid and bene- 





ficial a reform ag was ever accomplished 
in any institution in any civilized country. 
If we had nothing more, the clauses of the 


forced to the belief that it was not read, or| Act which we have just quoted, would be 
not understood, by twenty members of the | sufficient to induce every member of the 
House of Commons; and it is impossible | profession, possessed of common sense, and 
that a draft of the bill could have been sub- the least spirit of independence, to promote 
mitted to those gentlemen who have been by every means in bis power the success of 
. 


a new Cotiece or Mepicine. 


styled general practitioners, or they would 


never have been quiet under such meditated 





wrongs, such accumulated insults. 

In the clause just quoted the surgeon- | 
apothecary is left no discretion ; if he| 
*‘contumaciously” refuse to make, mix,) Martin Menrens, has favoured us with a 


A gentleman who was present at the 
| inquest held on the body of the infant 
compound, apply, or administer, or negli- full and accurate report of the whole pro- 
On several accounts it will be 


gently, falsely, unfaithfully, or unduly make 
any medicines as directed by any prescrip- 
tion, order, or receipt, signed with the ini- 
tials, in bis own hand-writing, of any physi- 
cian so lawfully licensed to practise physic, 


| ceedings, 
| read with feelings of painful interest by the 
|members of the medical profession. The 
‘girl Swrrn ought to have been called as a 
| witness, and at the same time ought to have 


he shall forfeit the sum of five pounds. Here | been told that she was not bound to answer 
it is distinctly seen that the fellows and licen- | any questions that could criminate herself. 
tiates of the London College of Physicians, | It is useless, however, to endeavour to teach 


and the graduates of the two Universities 


attorney-coroners a knowledge of the law 


of Oxronp and Campaince, are the ooty|taing to inquests. 





INQUEST ON MARTIN MERTENS. 


LONDON HOSPITAL. 

Yesrervay (i.e. Tuesday, Dec. 7th) ao 
inquest was held before Mr. Baker, at the 
London Hospital, on the body of Martin 
Mertens, an infant of fourteen months of 
age, on suspicion of occasioning whose 
death by wilful burning, Elizabeth Smith, 
his late nurse, is now in custody. 

The jury having been sworn, the Coroner 
addressed them at some length, observing | 
that they were met to inquire into the cir- 
cumstances which had caused the death of 
an infant, whose body would be submitted to 
their view. The case appeared to him full 
of difficulties ; there was no possibility of 
obtaining any direct testimony on the sub- 
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ness went out to her work as usual, leaving 
the infant, in perfect health, in the care of 
the prisoner. About half-past six in the 
evening, Elizabeth Smith came to her place 
of work, and told her she must come home 
directly, as the infant was taken worse. 
Alarmed at this intelligence, she hurried 
home after the girl, and found her and her 
mother in witness’s apartment.. On her en- 
tering, the prisoner’s mother said to her,— 
“* Mrs. Mertens, I am sorry to tell you, your 


jchild has met with an accident, and got 


burned.”’ As she said this, she lifted the 
infant’s clothes, and showed its posteriors, 
which witness was shocked to see were 
dreadfully burnt, entirely denuded of the 
skin, and having the appearance of raw beef. 


ject ; the only person present when the de- | On witness inquiring of the prisoner how it 
ceased sustained the injury being a girl| happened, she said, that about half-past 
named Elizabeth Smith, who was herself in|four that afternoon, she was holding the 
custody, charged with having wilfully in- | infant, with its clothes tucked up, and one 
flicted it. Were he (the Coroner) to order | of its legs over each of her arms, to the fire, 
her before the jury, it would be his duty, | to warm its bottom, when the child slightly 
in the very first instance, to caution her not | screamed, and removing it from the fire she 
to answer a single question tending to cri-| found it burnt. Prisoner added, that she 
minate herself. In fact, he did not see how | then bathed its posteriors with a towel, 
the evidence of a person in custody, on sus- | steeped in cold water; and after some time 
picion of having committed a criminal act, | carried the infant to her own mother’s, by 
could in any way be received as proof, how | whom she was subsequently sent to fetch 
that act had occurred. ‘he only testimony, | the witness. 

therefore, which could be laid before them,| By a Juror.—Did it appear to you that 


would be circumstantial evidence, to which | she told the truth? 
Witness. —From the state of the infant, 


they would pay every attention, and duly 
and dispassionately consider its bearing.| and of its clothes, it was, and is, my firm 
Most of them (the jury) had, doubtless, | belief, that the prisoner, Elizabeth Smith, 


seen an article on the subject they were now | wilfully held the infant close to, or placed 


assembled to investigate, in the newspapers 
of that morning, but whatever they might 
have read or heard of the matter they must 
now dismiss from their minds, and form 
their verdict solely from the evidence then 
to be submitted to them, 

The Coroner then requested the jury's 
attendance with him to view the body of 
the deceased infant which lay in the depo- 
sitory, and presented a painfully affecting 
sight. The posteriors, from nearly hip to 
hip, were deprived of the skin, were of a 
livid colour, and exhibited convincing indi. 
cations of having been acted on by a very 
powerful heat. The scrotum also was blis- 
tered and swollen, projecting from behind 
like an air-blown bladder. 

The jury having returned from viewing 
the body, 

Anne Martens was sworn: she deposed 
that she resided at No. 26, Quaker Street, 
Spitalfields, and was the mother of the 
deceased. Her husband and herself being 
in general out at their respective work from 
morning till night, about six weeks since 
she, without making any inquiry into ber 
character, hired the prisoner Elizabeth Smith, 
a girl of 17, to take care of the child during 


its posteriors on, the fire, and I immediately 
accused her of it. 

Juror.—W as the infant burnt in any other 
part than its posteriors? 

Witness —In none whatever. 

By the Coroner.—Had the deceased in- 
fant any of its clothes on at the time it sus- 
tained the injury ? 

Witness.—Elizabeth Smith told me thut 
the child had all its clothes on. 

Coroner.—W ere any of its clothes burnt ? 

Witness.—N ot a single article was either 
burnt or scorched ; the prisoner mentioned 
to me as the cause of their being uninjured, 
that she held them tucked up whilst warm- 
ing the child, 

Coroner.—Have you the clothes with 
you? 

Witness.—1 have. 

The clothes were now exhibited to the 
jury; there was not on any of them the 
slightest mark of the action of fire. 

By a Juror.— How has the prisoner con- 
ducted herself since she has been in your 
employ ! 

Witness.—Very well. She has always 
been sober, good-tempered, and apparently 
fond of the deceased, I never bad an angry 
word with her, 





the day, On last Thursday morning wit- 
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Juror —What reason then have you for 
supposing that the prisoner willully burnt 
the deceased ? 


Witness.— Because the fire-place is too 
high, and the deceased child was too litt!e 
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observed that my daughter seemed low- 
spirited, and on my asking what made her 
so dull, she said that she had met with a 
misfortune ; she was holding the infant's 
posteriors to the fire to induce it to make 


to have fallen upon it; he could only walk | water, when the child pinched her arm and 
in holding by the chairs. The infant’s not| cried. She instantly took it from the fire 
being burnt in any oiher part than the pos- | and on looking at its bottom found it burnt. 
teriors,—the extensive and severe nature of | After applying to the burn a cloth dipped 
the burn in that one part,—and none of its | in cold water she brought the infant to me. 
clothes being injured. On my examining the infant | called in my 
A Juror.—Had the infant on that day | landlady, and by her advice covered the part 
soiled itself ? | injured with a cloth saturated with linseed 
Witness.—No, and it was, in general, very oil. 1 then took the infaut back to its mo- 
cleanly. | ther’s, to fetch whom I at the same time 
Juror—Did the infant, when you saw it, | dispatched my daughter. 
scream much? Mr. James Wallace, sworn.—I am a stu- 
Witness.—It did not scream at all when | dent at the London Hospital ; about half-past 
1 saw it. } one last Friday I was, with Mr. Dyer, called 
Juror.—Did it appear frightened at the | to attend an infant that day brought to the 
prisoner, |hospital, 1 found that it had received a 


Witness.—It took no notice of the pri-| burn which extended all over its nates, the 
soner, of myself, or of any-thing else, but | scrotum also was blistered and greatly swol- 
held its head down, and seemed to be ina} len. Proper remedies were exhibited, but 


r. | the infant died on Sunday from irritation of 
By a Juror.—Did you immediately send | the rain produced by the burn. From the 
for a surgeon ? | appearance of the burn J cannot say whether 

Witness.—In company with the prison- | the child’s posteriors were in actual contact, 
er's mother, I directly took the infant to a or only close to, a fire, but from the extent 
surgeon's, who, without looking at it, de- | and severity of the burn, they must at least 
sired me to take it to another surgeon’s.| have been placed close to a strong fire. I 
That gentleman examined it, and then said | cannot say how loug the duration of time 
he would make me up something for requisite tocause such an injury, would vary 
eighteenpence, but having only sispence in| with the intensity of the heat, aud its conti- 
the world, and that just borrowed, | was! guity to the object burned. 
compelled to go without it, and to content| By a.Juror.—Would the infant after sus- 
myself with an application of linseed-oil to| taining such an injury have felt much pain? 
the part injured until the next morning, Witness.—\t must have been in intense 
when | brought the deceased to this bos- | ayony from that instagt. 
pital. Juror.— Should you think the infant 

John Philip Scerther stated that he was} would have screamed much ? 
maternal grandfather to the deceased. About| /#/ifness. 1 should think it mnst have 
& fortnight since be was at his eldest daugh- | cried and screamed dreadfully; it could not 
ter’s house, when the deceased infant hap- | have been one moment free from excessive 
pened to make water on the floor. The pain. 
prisoner, Elizabeth Smith, instantly caught; This being the last witness, the Coroner 
him up, exclaiming, *‘ You impudent rascal, | having read the evidence over to the jury, 
the next time you serve me so, I will do you | observed, that from the whole of the evi- 
a mischief.” ‘he prisoner's face was turned | dence, it appeared to him that the nurse 
from witness, and he cannot say whether! Ehzabeth Smith bad, either to deter the 
the expression was used in jest or earnest. | infant from again committing some fault, or 

Jane Smith, sworn. —I am the mother of | to punish it for having committed one, held 
the prisover Elizabeth Smith, my daughter | it to the fire, aud, unfortunately, so long, 


is a very steady girl, and remarkably fond of 
children, About half-past five last Thurs- 
day afternoon, my daughter came with the 
deceased infant to my residence, No. 4, 
Queen Square, Moortields. There seemed 
to be nothing the matter with the infant, it 
was quite comfortable and very cheerful. 1 
gave the deceased some sop which it ate 
heartily. The infaut did not appear to be 
in any pain, it never cried, or if it did so 
once or twice, it was so slightly as not to 
attract any attention. Alter some time I 





| that it had received a fatal injury, but that 


he could not believe the girl intended seri- 
ously to injure or destroy it. That, there- 
fore, if the jury coincided with him, they 
would not deem themselves justified in re- 
turning a verdict of murder or of man- 
slaughter, but one of accidental death, with 
some censure on the prisoner!!! 

At the repeated suggestions of the sum- 
moning Officer to a juror, that gentleman 
now requested the Coroner to order the room 
to be cleared of all strangers and reporters ! 





ALLEGED CASE OF “ GOOSE EGG.” 


ig was accordingly done, and after the) 
_ 4! f \the tip; has slight after-pains ; very little 
the reporters were informed | 
that their verdict was ‘* Accidental death, | 


jury had remained in deliberation about 
twenty minutes, 


through the culpable neglect of Elizabeth 


Smith, but whose conduct does not amount’ 


to an act of criminality.” 





DERBY INFIRMARY, 


DR. BAKER'S CASE. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sra,—It is with regret that I feel myself 
again called upon to reply to anonymous 
imputations cast upon the professional cha- 
racter of a ge ted with the 
Derby Infirmary, in an article which ap- 
peared in your last number, wherein a most 
erroneous statement is given, both of the 





case alluded to, and of the treatment} muscles. 
adopted. 1 am far from presuming, in the | 


following communication, to constitute my- 


self a judge of the propriety or impropriety | 
1 | 
merely lay before the profession the case, | 


of Dr. Baker's practice or opinions. 


which is by no means uninteresting, and 
make a few observations on the report of 
your anonymous correspondent; not be- 
cause I consider that so contemptible an 
attack merits from its nature any other no- 
tice than that bestowed upon it by the geo- 
tleman whom it so feebly assails, but purely 
to expose the bese falsehoods promulgated 
by the author of those papers by which our 
profession has been disgraced, purporting 
to contain statements of proceedings occur- 
ring iv this place. 

1 had thought that my last reply to the 
case of Ellen Cope (to which I see allusion 
is again made im the paper which elicits 
these remarks), would have sufficiently 
shown how littie reliance is to be placed 
upon the statements with which ‘‘ Philan- 
thropist,”’ ‘‘ Reporter,” &c., mutato nomine, 
has so often sullied your valuable pages ; 
however, as they still finda place in lune 
Lancet, 1 must, in order more fully to 
Open the eyes of the profession, request the 
early insertion of the following :— 

Case.—Uct. 20, Hannah Mansfield, etat. 
34, a married woman, was attacked with 
fever on this day week. (Her husband is 
now in the Infirmary, labouring under fever, 
and she is reported to have lost a child dur- 
ing the last few days from the same disease. ) 
Last night, previous to her admission, she is 
stated to have miscarried and lost a consider- 
able quantity of blood per vaginam, both 
prior and subsequent to her coming into the 
house. Her countenance is anxious, and 
she makes @ moaning noise. Tongue dry, 
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and covered with a yellow fur, dark-red at 


lochial discharge. ‘There is considerable 
tenderness on pressure being applied over 
the region of the stomach. Pulse 96; 
bowels open, Hab. mist. effervescentis, 
ij ; tertiis horis applicentur hirudines xij 
epigastrio. To have only gruel, a little tea, 
and dry toast. 

21. Pain at the stomach somewhat re- 
lieved ; countenance is still expressive of 
anxiety ; tongue continues furred and red 
at the edges. Hab. pulv. rh@i, 388, statim 3 
hirudines xx epigastrio, 

22. Better this morning; tongue cleaner 
and more moist. Pergat. 

23. Pain in the abdomen is become very 
severe, and is much increased on theslightest 
pressure, that of the bed-clothes being almost 
insupportable. The woman lies with her 
knees drawn up towards the belly, and is 
unable to turn herself, or perform any mo~- 
tion demanding an exertion of the abdominal 
Respiration hurried, with a short 
harassing cough ; tongue dry at the point, 
moist elsewhere ; pulse 104, small and wiry ; 
bowels purged. App. hirudines xx et post- 
ea emplastra cantharidis duo abdomini, 
Dr, Baker observing, that if good is to be 
expected from blisters in this disease, they 
must be used much larger than is generally 
done.—Evening, half-past eight. Only nine 
leeches took hold; pain and restlessness 
continue; pulse 100, rather jerking. Ft, 
V. S, ad 3x). 

24. nine a.m. Is breathing with more 
freedom ; skin less dry, and tongue not so 
red; pulse softer. Blood abstracted has a 
strong buffy coat; blisters have risen well. 
Has strangury. To have barley-water.— 
Nine p.m. Continues better. 


25. Tongue moist in every part; pulse 
96 und soft; bowels confined, with some 


uneasiness and distension. } Pulv. rhei, 
9); sode subcarb. 3}; ft. pulv. st. sumend, 
kk Mist. antim. aper. 3), 4tis horis, 

26. Complains of pain in the bowels and 
sense of tightness across her chest. Bowels 
open; no distension of the abdomen, 
k Sode carbonatis, >); ag. menthe, siss. 
 Opii, m 50; 4g. pure, Ziiss, m. cap, 
stam partem statim et lertiis horis repeten- 
dam. 

27. Better; has had slight uterine dis- 
charge during the last day or two, consist- 
ing of dark grumous blood, containing lumps 
of coagula. 

28. Pain in the abdomen recurred this 
moruing, the bowels not having been opened, 
Mr. Dix, the house surgeon, ordered puly, 
rhwi, Dj, which has not yet operated (ten 
A.M.); no tension of the abdomen, butit ig 
highly sensible to pressure. The face and 
forehead covered with clammy perspiration, 
Congue clean and moist; pulse 102, very 


. 





“10 MR, JONES'S DEFENCE OF DR. BAKER. 


feeble ; has been fomented, which must be 
continued. Omitt, mist. N.B. The anti- 
monial mixture was suspended the day be- 
fore yesterday. 2, Submur. hydrarg., 
gr. xi); extr. opii, gr.v; conf. rose, q. 8. 
ut ft. pil. iv. cap. j, 3tiis horis—Hora, 
5} vp.m. The tenderness continues unabated ; 
tongue dry; pulse 100. Pergat. in usu 
pilularum ; applicentur hirudines xij vel 
xx ut vires ferant. 

29. eight a.m. Fourteen leeches were ap- 
plied ; had one motion in the night, and got 
a little sleep. The pills, of which she has 
taken seven, caused free perspiration ; 
month not yet affected ; is free from pain, 
and the tongue is much more moist.—Six, 
p.m. Is much better to-night; skin cool, 
and is quite free from pain. No more medi- 
cine to night. Onmitt. pilule. 

30 and 31. Continues better; passed a 
quiet day on the 30th, and has had some 
refreshing sleep. 

Nov. 1. Has slight diarrhea. J, MMis- 
ture camphore, Ziv. WK Opii, m 40; aq. 
pure, Ziv., m. sumat 3). 3tiis horis. 

2. Improving. Pergat, in usu misture. 
To have light puddings, sago, and arrow- 
root, 

4. Omit the mixture. ,, Sod@ card. 5ij; 
infusi calumba, 3v 5 aq. fontis, Ziij, m. hab. 
Siss fer die. 

5. Complains of sore throat. Utetur lini- 
mento ammonia pro re natd. 

6th to 29h, ‘To have white wine, 3ij in 
the duy, taken in arrow-root, as instructed. 
From this time she gradually regained her 
strength, and on the 29th was discharged 
cured, 

I will not waste time in proving this to 


a case of peritonitis, combined with | 
typhoid fever: the gradual extension of the | 


pain over the whole abdominal cavity—the 
great tenderness and impatience ot pres- 
sure—the position of the woman—her ina- 
bility to turn or exert the abdominal mus- 
cles—the hurried respiration—the small 
wiry pulse—the anxious countenance, coated 
tongue, and buffy state of the blood, ali 
speak too plainly to be misunderstood, ex- 
cept by those whom ignorance or enmity 
have stultified to a lamentable extent. Nei- 
ther is it necessary to insist for a moment 
upon the necessity of adopting that ener- 
getic and decided treatment which was in 
this case so judiciously and perseveringly, 
and, I may add, successfully persisted in ; 
but that information on this topic would be 
serviceable to some members of our profes- 
sion in this place, is unfortunately too con- 
spicuous, from the precious document be- 
fore me, on which I shall now make a few 


ks. 
I do not condescend to notice the elegance 
of literary composition with which the case 
of “ Goose Egg” is adorned; nor yet the 


puny ineffeciual struggles at humour which 
it contains ; these all dwindle into compara- 
tive insignificance before the want of feeling 
and principle so conspicuous in every line, 
The case given above precludes the neces- 
sity of my counting the sentences, in order 
to proclaim the number of falsehoods palmed 
upon your pages by this mendacious re- 
porter; but his ** practical questions”’ de- 
mand a few words. Query, Did not the 
huge blister, by its strangury, promote the 
abortion ? Would not mercurial action have 
the same tendency ? No, because the “ abor- 
tion” had taken place previously to their 
adoption.—Query Srd, What was bleeding 
likely to dot What it did do,—save the 
woman's life. Would not opium and the 
soothing system have been more likely to 
relieve the pains and to have prevented the 
, abortion ‘—Shade of Hippocrates! As there 
| can be little doubt that the reporter of this 
| case is a medical man, I would earnestly 
| solicit him, for the benefit of those unfortu- 
jnate individuals who may hereafter come 
|under his care, to refer to some work from 
which he may learn, that peritoneal inflam- 
mation is not to be treated by opium. ( Vide 
Burns, Mason Good, Armstrong, Mackin- 
j tosh, &c.)—Query 4th, Was not this a case 
| of uterine irritation and hemorrhage, with- 
| Out inflammation, occurring in a pregnant 
| woman, debilitated by typhus fever,—the 
{commencement of flooding having been 
| taken for a miscarriage, and the miscarriage 
not, in fact, taking place till the patient had 
| flooded for more than a week, and had been 
subject to medical treatment well calculated 
to produce a miscarriage? The fact of the 
woman's never having had ‘* flooding,” 
except immediately on her admission, pre- 
cludes the possibility of such a mistake ; 
and from what | have stated I would ask 
any tyro, Was this a case of uterine irrita- 
tion without inflammation? No, Sir, it was 
irritation of another kind; it was the case of 
a set of men irritated by conscious infe- 
riority of talent and professional attainments, 
to endeavour by all the means which envy 
and hatred can suggest—by calumnies which 
they knew he would never degrade himself 
by noticing, and by indignities too con- 
temptible for resentment, to lower the pro- 
fessional character of Dr. Baker to some- 
thing like an equality with their own, It is 
to be regretted that their malicious false- 
hoods should have so extensive a field for 
circulation as that afforded by the pages of 
Tue Lancer; but it is to be hoped, that 
after the exposé which | have given of a few 
specimens of their proceedings, your co- 
lumns will be shut against any more anony- 
mous charges against Dr. Baker, at least 
without some stronger marks of authenticity 
than the cowardly attacks which have been 
made upon that gentleman, contain. 
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To one statement of your anonymous 
correspondent I must assent most fully,— 
that Dr. Baker deserves credit for his unre- 
mitting attention to the Infirmary patients ; 
and I would also take this opportunity o/ 
expressing the obligations which my fellow 
pupils and myself owe to him for his atten- 
tion to our interests in facilitating so mate- 
rially, by his punctuality of attendance, our 
opportunities of seeing his practice, and 
likewise in devoting a portion of his valu- 
able time to the exposition of the cases 
under his care in this institution. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 
T. R. Jones. 

Derby, Dec. 17, 1830. 





DUBLIN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS, 


MEDICAL EDUCATION AND GOVERNMENT 
IN IRELAND. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—I have been abused in a late num- 
ber of your Journal by some “ great un- 
known”’ advocate of unassuming virtue and 
neglected talent. Iam not going to defend 
myself against the scurrility of the disin- 
terested and gentlemanly author of that 
communication, satisfied that the mud 
which he flings will settle back into the 
stinking channel whence he drew it. 1 
wish, however, as I attach the highest value 
to the good opinion of the members of my 
profession, to have an opportunity of stating 


that I have taken no part whatsoever in a| 


paper war which appears to rage between 
me and a professional gentleman of this city. 
One communication, which, I am told, con- 
tains observations injurious to the character 
of this gentleman I have never seen, either 
in manuscript or print, and I have only 
looked into those which contain attacks on 
myself, to ascertain whether I should notice 
them or not, When I stand up in my place 
in the College of Surgeons, to expose what 
I consider mischievous and impudent folly, 
or to unmask what I know to be most bare- 
faced imposture, I exercise a right and 
perform a duty from which, I hope, I shall 
never be found to flinch. I court and solicit 
similar treatment towards myself, if any 
member meets an opportunity of exercising 
his rights, or performing his duty in a simi- 
lar manner, and I pledge myself that he 
shall be answered on the spot before a com- 
petent tribunal, to whose decision and opi- 
nion I shall implicitly bow. 
With reference to a subject of much 
ter importance, the character of the 
rish College of Surgeons, I will now break 
through a silence which 1 have long un- 


willingly imposed on myself, by asserting 


that the injurious charges heaped upon that 
body by disappointed rivalry, pert igno- 
rance, and rancorous envy, are as false as 
they are unworthy. This | propose to prove 
in the pages of your journal, by facts and 
reasonings, unassisted by those arts of ridi- 
culous metaphor, personal allusions, and 
coarse ridicule, which answer no other pur- 
pose than to pervert or conceal the truth, I 
only ask, to use the ‘* language of another 
place,”’ a clear stage, and no favour. The 
discussion shall embrace an unrestricted 
inquiry into the principles which influence 
the legislation and councils of the institu- 
tion, and a rigid scrutiny of the conduct of 
the members im the practical application of 
those principles, I do not expect that the 
institution shall be found completely fault- 
less, but if I can show that the system 
adopted has led to as valuable results, and 
has been as little perverted as any other, I 
shall claim due credit from the candour of 
those who are interested in the discussion. 
It should, however, be positively settled, 
that in no case shall the name of any party 
be introduced into the discussion, and the 
signatures to the communications shall be 
initials. The profession must be sick of the 
impudent egotism and vauity of those who 
make a trade of using discussions of this na- 
ture, for the purpose of keeping their names 
before the public: it is but the trumpet 
which proclaims the arrival of the charla- 
tan in the market, and should be received 
with the hootings which it merits. 

Now, Sir, you are, I believe, a radical 





reformer, and an advocate for universal suf- 
frage and annual parliaments in Lincoln's 
inn Fields. We, in Stephen’s Green, Dub- 
jlin, enjoy those blessings of universal suf- 
'frage and annual parliaments, and vote by 
ballot too; therefore, if the statements re- 
specting the inefficiency, dishonesty, and 
| depravity, of the Irish College be correct, it 
| is a conclusive argument against the system, 
jat least, in this country, ‘he fact is, that 
| the constitution of the Irish College is as 
| purely democratic as the most ardent ad- 
mirer of free institutions could desire. The 
charter was granted to each and every 
‘member of the College existing at the 
time of the incorporation, giving them 
power to elect by ballot their officers of 
every description once inthe year—to hold 
stated meetings—to make by-laws—to raise 
funds and apply them to the support of the 
institution—to regulate the education of the 
students or pupils—to grant licenses to 
practise surgery,—and from time to time to 
admit other membera. As an additional 
security ugainst undue influence, the misap- 
plication of the funds, and of injustice in 
the examination of candidates for licenses, 
it is enjoined by the charter, that any twelve 
members, by signing a requisition to the 
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president, convene a meeting of the 
College for purpose of discussing any 
ay eyes — any gricv- 
ance; that the funds of the Colleye shall be T, Edi Tur L. 
applied only to the of the institu- o the tor of Tue Lancer. 
tion, and that any online for the license! S1x,—It is really a pity that there are so 
of the College, whois rejected by a court! few medical men in this, or any other coun- 
of examiners of six members, is entitled to| try, who have as yet been able to discover a 
appeal to a junior court consisting of twelve. remedy, or even proper treatment, for the 
Such is our Magna Charta; our statutes, | cure of that dreadful disease, ‘‘ cholera mor- 
or by-laws, are constructed in a similar | bus,” which, when it assumes its most 
spirit, ‘The affairs of the College are ma-| alarming character, has, from the earliest 
naged by various committees, elected by) period to the present date, baffled all the 
ballot once in the year, and any candidate | skill of those who have tried to counteract 
who solicits for votes is disabled from hold-| its powerful effects, The voluminous de- 
ing office. All properly-educated physi-| scriptions of the cause and effect of this dis- 
cians or surgeons are eligible to professor-| ease, and the various rules for the cure of 
a The elections to professorships take | . — — down he the works of = 
P at meetings of the College at large,| different authors who have written on the 
and the qualifications are eubeteed to the| subject, are as confused and inconsistent, 
scrutiny of the members, who delegate on | and as wrangling and perplexing, from the 


TREATMENT OF CHOLERA MORBUS. 


the spot the power of selection to the presi- | 
dent and court of censors, as to a jury, whe 
must immediately come to adecision. Cer- 
tificates for attendance on lectures are re-| 
ceived from all teachers, public or private, 
who conform to the regulations laid down 


manner in which they are recorded, as the 
turbulent waves of the ocean ; but the mys- 
tery in which the effects of the cause of this 
disease still remains is easily explained, by 
the ridiculous treatment that some, and in- 
deed most medical men, adopt in endeavour- 


for the guidance of the professors in the | ing to check its progress; no matter whe- 
College. The examination of candidates | ther the intestines of wretched sufferers are 
for letters testimonial, is open to all mem-| overloaded with corrupted and deleterious 
bers aud licentiates of the College. The | matter, or entirely emptied from excessive 
duties performed by the members, many of| vomiting and purging, leaving the intesti- 
which are most laborious, are executed | nal canal throughout its whole length in a 
without fee or reward ; no member, except | highly inflammatory state, still there are 


the curator of the museum, receiving one | medical men who imagine that by adminis- 


shilling for his services. | tering purgatives and diminishing the san- 
In these voluntary enactments may be re-|guinary vessels by the usual means, they 
cognised the spirit which animates the Irish remove the grand cause, alleviate the ago- 
College ; and I confidently submit them to | nies, and cure their patients; but such is 
the judgment of the candid and unpreju-| not the fact; it is from the incomprebensi- 
diced, to determine whether such measures | ble powers of Providence that such people 
usually emanate from the mean, dishonest, | are restored to their former strength, and 
sordid motives attributed to the College by | not from the erroneous doctrines and whim- 
horn-blowing patriots and mock reformers. | tee! treatment of medical men, who very 
Before 1 conclude, I have to submit a! rarely think of giving in the early period of 
case for a cesuist. Each member, when | the di » such dici as would coun- 
admitted, swears that “ be will to the ut-|teract the powerful effects of (I may say) 
most of his power, endeavour to maintain | the corrosive matter, which keeps up and 
the reputation, honour, and diguity, of the causes the constant irritation in the bowels, 
College.” Now I wish to know, whether, | and, at the same time, combining them with 
when a member finds that his egregious sug- | other medicines that have a tendency to 
gestions for the reformation of abuse—his lessen pain and tenderness in a@ diseased 
pathetic exhortations to the members to dis- | part, which arises, in ninety-pine cases out 
continue their nefarious courses, met with | of a hundred of this disease, from the vio- 
chilling indifference, or even the most pro-|lent action of the corrosive matter or cor- 
voking contempt, is he not authorised to, roding fluid, for it is all a farce or meu to 
maintain ‘* the reputation, honour, and dig- | suppose that the intestines are always load- 
nity of the College,” by informing the pub-| ed with feces in cholera, The manner in 
lic that the members are « parcel of un-| which it is treated at the present day is a 
principled scoundrels? 1 shall feel obliged | bad and wild theory, built upon a very weak 
for any hints in the way of elucidation. | and rotten base; this disease arises, in ten 
In my next, | propose to discuss some of | cases out of a dozen, from an acrimonious 
the long-disputed points respecting our sys-| increase in the secretion of bile, which 
tem of education, 1 am, Sir, yours, &c. | either undergoes a change in its quantity 
A. J. {and quality, or itis assisted in its powerful 
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action upon the whole system by the fer- 
mentation of bad animal or vegetable food ; 
or, on the other hand, which is a well 
known fact, it is occasioned at certain times 
of the year by the effects of ripe or unripe 
fruit; however, it is also a fact that it at- 
tacks people in warm climates with very 
great severity, and as this is regarded as 
another species of the disease, although it 
resembles the other in its effects upon 
the system, notwithstanding the treatment 
should be entirely different. It is absurd 
to hear men talking about the necessity of 
giving cathartics in this disease. Some give 


THE ROYAL SOCIETY AND THE 
DUKE OF SUSSEX. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


S1r,—The scientific world, and the inde- 
pendent members of the Royal Society, 
cannot bat feel grateful to your exertions, 
for exposing the causes of discontent of that 
body, and the intrigues by which the late 
election of a president was characterised, 

There was a time when the chair of the 
Royal Society was an object of the highest 
ambition to those who, gifted with the no- 





grain doses of Epsom salts, and a few drops | blest faculties, devoted themselves to the 
of tincture of opium every three or four! otherwise profitless pursuits of science ; 
hours; and with this useless composition | what then must have been the surprise of 
some men stand gaping by the bed-side of | the sciextific Fellows, when they heard, for 
their unfortunate patients, pouring this and | the first time, by means of the newspapers, 
similar mixtures down the throats of their! that his Royal Highness the Duke of Sus- 
sinking victims, until the black screen of | sex had consented to take the chair! I have 
death is drawn betwixt them, and closes for | used the word scientific Fellows, because 
ever the gloomy tragedy ; others give pur- | the time has now arrived when the line of 


gatives and afterwards astringents, while 
others treat the disease as if it were entirely 
an inflammatory one with all the remedies 
used on such occasions. And again, there 


are others who give strong astringents in| 


al] stages of cholera, which is as bad a 
practice as that of those who, when they are 


called to persons affected with this disease, | 


absolutely heap irritation upon irritation, 
and augment the whole train of symptoms 
by increasing the irritation of the inner coat 
of the intestival caval with their drastic 
purgatives, because a few drachms of castor 
oil must, when the bowels are in a debili- 
tated state, act very powerfully ; and from 
experience and observation | can positively 
assert that there is no way better calculated 
to cure this disease, than that of giving ac- 
tive and proper remedies in the commence- 
ment of its attack; but when this disease 
attacks and spreads through large populated 
cities, medical men should try to discover 
the principal cause, and if they cannot dis- 
cover that cause, let them prepare them- 
selves to meet its action with such medi- 


separation should be drawn between those 
who have some pretensions to acquirements, 
and the herd who owe this distinction solely 
to that system of jobbing which has filled 
the Society with mere drones, and among 
| these let it be remembered, that there are 
| too many of our profession. 

By what means did the newspapers ob- 
| tain the information of Mr. Davies Gilbert's 
|resignation? Certain it is, at least, that 
| Mr. D. Gilbert wrote to the Council to 
| deny any such intention, but admitted that 
{he had had some communication with his 
| Royal Highness’s Secretary! Shortly alter 
| this Mr. D. Gilbert did resign, alleging as 
| areason, that the appointment of the Duke 
|of Sussex would be agreeable to his Ma- 
jesty! May I then ask of Pe:tigrew (who, 
| L believe, is Secretary to his Royal High- 
ness), whether he did not communicate his 
| Majesty’s private expressions to the Pre- 
sident, and by what anthority, for I am 
assured that the Duke of Sussex has so- 
lemnly denied having given such authority 
| to any individual ? 

Permit me to remark, that the superior 


cines as might change, mitigate, or counter- | 
act its violent effects ; for in spite of all the | attainments and liberality of the Duke of 
tongues of Europe, this superfluity of bile | Sussex would have united many in his 
which burns the whole range of intestines, | favour, had not the mancuvres of a secretary 
from the stomach to the very verge of the | shocked the feelings of every independent 


anus, can be decomposed or mitigated ; and 
if this were done by slight degrees, the dis- 
ease must eventually be cured. 
1 am, Sir, 
Your very obedient 
And humble servant, 
s—a. 
London, Dec, 3, 1830. 


man. Upon the fact being kpown that 
| the correspondence | have adverted to had 

to the resignation of Mr. D, Gilbert 
|(a good-hearted, though simple creature, 
baving tew recommendations beyond that of 
his fostering care of Davy), a few spirited 
Fellows demanded and obtained the whole 
secret motives of the resignation of our, and 
the anticipated election of another, Presi- 
dent, What course remained open then 
for the requisitionists, except an explicit de- 
elaration, aud to this paper | refer you for 
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the names of individuals, as eminent in| dence of the Duke of Sussex, and trust that 
science as Europe cau boast of, who declar-|he will exercise the same feeling now to- 
ed that Mr. Herschel was, in their opivion, wards those who opposed him, notwithstand- 
the highly-gitted individual who wanted the ing what has been printed to the contrary, 
chair. These resolutions were communi-/|and can only assume, that in this communi- 
cated to the Duke of Sussex, | believe, by| cation I should be grieved to find him in- 
Mr. Warburton, one of the Council. News- | volved in any intrigue ; but, 
paper paragraphs, the extreme activity of) « amicus Apollo! sed magis amica Veritas!” 
essrs. Pettigrew and Granville, aud the Z 
utmost influence of Royalty, proved, how- =e 
ever, that there was a determination to seat | 
his Royal Highness. On the day of elec- 
tion, accordingly, archbishops and clergy, 
the fawning parasites of ap who had 
been accustomed to calumniate the Duke of ' 
Sussex when it pleased their former master, To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 
suddenly discovered the extreme merits of! Sir,—It is not my wish to snimadvert on 
the Royal Duke, while the influx of army the practice of others, yet I cannot avoid 
and navy voters too plaiuly proved the na-|offerimg a few remarks on presentation of 
ture of the influence which had been ex- the arm, elicited by the perusal of two inte- 
erted; nay, even some of the requisitionists| resting cases recorded in your valuable 
declared that they dared not to vote for Mr. | Journal, by Mr. Cooper, of Brentford. In 
Herschel, and a ballot proclaimed the Duke | these cases a peculiar and novel manage- 
of Sussex to be elected by a majority of six!|ment proved successful; but how far we 
A pitiful quibble, worthy of such intrigues, | are justified in departing from a long tried 
has declared the Duke to have been wnani-|and efficient method of practice, for the 
mously elected. Yes, because the Presi-| adoption of speculative measures, involving 
dent must be elected from the Committee, |the lite of mother and child, is a serious 
and in this process his Royal [ighness’s| consideration for obstetric practitioners. 
friends succeeded in excluding Mr, Hers-| Having recently retired from a practice 
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chel from that body. 
Are such proceedings as I have detailed 
worthy of this once honoured Society, or 


which afforded opportunities of collision 
j with many such cases, aud in one patient (a 
lady residing six miles from me, attended 


are they calculated to allay the desire of| dy a gentleman on the spot, as well as my- 
reform, which a party hope to defeat by|self), succeeded in effecting ber delivery 
meaas of his Royal Highness? Or is it to) with danger, or extraordinary difficulty, ia 
be borne that Pettigrew, an individual whose | three succeeding labours where the arm 
merits remain yet to be discovered, who| presented, and also in many others, I may, 
gained his admission into that very body| perhaps, be permitted to observe, that [ 
by a majority of only two votes; who had | never deewed it prudent to delay the deli- 
the honour of a superlative blackballing at| very of the patient further than was neces- 
the Athenwum Club, and who bad guined | sary to induce a proper state of the uterus 
notoriety in other situations to which I shall for the introduction of the hand to effect it, 


not allude—is this the person who shall) 


dictate, even with the assistance of Dr. 
Granville and his pamphlet, the fittest per- 
son to become the President of the Royal 
Society? Wollaston, whose gigantic mind 
and unflinching independence will long be 
remembered, on being requested to become 
a candidate, declined, most peremptorily, 
because he would not enter into a canvass for 
an office solely of merit, for he bad heard 
that others had canvassed. His Royal High- 
ness has, | perceive, declared that he used 
no influence, a fact which can only be ac- 
counted for by his being the object of an 
intrigue to serve other individuals, but whose 
conduct will now he narrowly watched. 

In conclusion let me thank you for the 
encouragement you have held out to the 
independent Fellows who have done their 
profession honour, by showing that there 
are some, at least, who dare to think for 
themselves. 1 once admired the indepen- 


by turning the child ; and where this state 
was absent, | have invariably found it pro- 
duced by the abstraction of blood and a libe- 
ral use of opium, 1 have, however, been 
often surprised at the resources of the hu- 
;/man constitution, and led therefrom to con- 
template the beneficence, as well as the 
skill, of the great Architect in his “ noblest 
work,” Yet I may be somewhat sceptical 
on the subject of spontaneous evolution ; 
certainly so as to the extent advocated by 
some, never having seen it happen, or any 
disposition thereto, where the arm had actu- 
ally passed the os uteri, but always found 
the difficulty of turning induced by delay, 
allowing the uterine efforts to effect the 
escape of the liquor amnii. I have heard of 
a respectable practitioner wasting four 
hours in attempts to irritate the presentin, 
arm, inthe hope ov inducing evolution ri 
will not call it spontaneous), as might be 
expected, without success. 
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I remember the case of a well-formed 
woman, with capacious pelvis and great 
muscular power, where, in presentation of 
the arm, the child was expelled without arti- 


complained of very great lassitude, and in- 
tolerable pain in the back and right thigh 
and arms, although they evinced no sign of 
the stroke having passed over them, She 


ficial turning or spontaneous evolution, 1) took sulphuric ether ; the burns were fo- 
was from home at the moment the child was | mented with Goulard’s water, and the back, 
born, but the midwife assured me in great | right leg, and arms, were washed with 
agitation, that when she found the hand of | spirit of camphor. ‘he night after the acci- 
the cbild, it terrified her so much, that she | dent she was tranquil, and on the following 
could afford her but little help (little indeed), | day the pain had much diminished, and was of 


but that the pains were exceedingly violent, | 
and the aicone into the world arm fore- | 
most. The ecchymosis of the face and back | 
of the child (the arm was also much tume- | 
fied) gave origin to a report that this woman 
had given birth to a child black and white. 

These remarks ere intended in some mea- 
sure to condemn the practice of Mr. C., for the 
facility and promptitude with which [ have 
found delivery affected by the common prac- 
tice of turning, may render them admissi- 
ble. I hope shortly to claim the indulgence 
of a place in your Journal for a recent case 
of epilepsy, and some others in the way of 
reminiscences, should they be deemed of | 
sufficient importance, 

I remain, Sir, yours very respectfully, 

Joun Wann, Surg. 
Hounslow. 





RECOVERY FROM THE EFFECTS 
OF LIGHTNING. 


Tue “ Kritisches Repertorium ” contains 
the following case, related by Dr. Kremer, 
of Mublheim :— 


On the 3rd of July, 1830, a female, 40 
years of age, was struck by lightning; she 
fell down, and was, in a state of insensi- 
bility, conveyed to the neighbouring alms- 
house, where she gradually recovered her 
senses, and complained of violent paio in 
her legs, back, and sternum; she had no 
recollection of what had happened to her, 
and was at times delirious. On examina- 
tion it was found that the lighting had 
struck ber on the head, bebind the right ear, 
where a large circumference of the hair was 
burat. It had then descended along the 
right side of the neck in the direction of a 
ribbon with a tombac cross, which she 
wore at the time of the accident, over 
the anterior surface of the thorax between 
the breasts, along the median line of the 
abdomen down to the symphysis, to the 
inner side of the left thigh, at the middle of 
which it turned outwards, and then went at 
the external side of the leg, behind the outer 
ancle, down to the sole, which was excoriat- 
ed; at the thigh there was also a large ex- 
coriation ; on the other parts the course of 
the stroke was visible in the form of a black 


line of about half an inch in diameter, She 





an intermittent kind, except in the burns, 
which began to suppurate profusely ; at the 
same time there was much general irritation, 
The burns were dressed with lime-water 
and olive-oil, and internally saline aperients 
were given. The attacks of pain gradually 
became less frequent ; the fever subsided, 
and under the use of tonics, she had, on the 
16th of July, perfectly recovered. 





ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


DISLOCATION OF THE RADIUS AND ULNA. 


Mr. Lawrence, at his lecture on Friday 
last, related the following case :— 

A man, apparently about thirty years of 
age, of a spare habit of body, came here on 
Thursday, in consequence of his elbow hav- 
ing sustained an injury, which prevented 
him from bending his arm. On examina- 
tion, the olecranon was found projecting at 
the back part of the joint, about an inch 
above its natural situation; the radius was 
placed behind the external condyle of the 
os humeri, and the humerus itself was 
thrown forwards on the anterior part of the 
forearm, where it formed a large projection. 
Motion of the joint was not productive of 
pain, nor was there the least swelling of 
the surrounding soft parts. The limb was 
in the extended position, the hand and arm 
were supine, pronation could be effected 
with great facility, but the flexion of the 
joint was entirely lost. The patient stated, 
that the dislocation had existed rwenty-stx 
pays, and was occasioned by his having 
been thrown from a horse, but he was not 
aware that he had put out his hand to save 
himself,—that there had been a good of 
swelling about the joint till within the last 
week,—that he had been under the care of 
a surgeon, but that no attempts at reduction 
had been made. Reduction was immedi- 
ately attempted, and it was effected in the 
following manner :—Extension was applied 
just above the wnist, and the counter exten- 
sion at the junction of the lower with the 
middle third of the humerus; after employ- 
ing ita few minutes, it was suddenly dis- 
continued ; and having previously taken hold 
of the forearm, Mr. Lawrence put his knee 


in the bend of the elbow, and pressing the 
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radius and ulna, so as to separate them from 
the humerus, at the same time bending the 
forearm, he succeeded in bringing the ends 
of the bone into their natural situation. 
Though the reduction was accomplished, 
the forearm could not be bent to more than 
a right angle with the arm, and on examin- 
ing the joint to ascertain the cause, it was 
found that the ends of the bones were in 


their relative position; but on examining | 


the radius and ulva forwards with one hand, 
whilst the humerus was fixed with the other, 


and he slept well all the night after it ; his 
bowels were open several times during the 
afternoon and evening of yesterday, and, to 
use his own expression, he now feels him- 
self twice the man he was yesterday. The 
protrusion of the eyeball exists to the seme 
extent as on his admission, but the vascu- 
larity is much diminished; he has no pain 
in the eye; tongue moist and clean ; pulse 
80, and soft; vision is considerably im- 
proved. Continue the lotio saturni. 

3. The vascularity has nearly disappear- 





a crepitus could distinctly be felt, and on/ed, his sight is improving, and the protru- 
the application of a little force in this posi- | sion of the eye is a little diminished. The 
tion of the arm, perfect flexion could be | natural pupil is dilated, and of an oval- 
performed. On continuing the examina- | shape, from the falling down of the detached 


tion, Mr, Lawrence found that the coronoid 
process of the ulna had been broken off, 
which would account for the extended state 
of the limb when he came here. The arm 
was secured at a right angle by means of 
splints and a sling, and the man left the 


hospital. 


CONCUSSION OF THE RETINA, AND DE- 
TACHMENT OF THE IRIS. 


John O'Brien, wat. 40, of a robust con- 
stitution, was admitted into Henry’s Ward 
on Wednesday, the ist of December, under 
the care of Mr. Lawrence, 

The conjunctiva of the right eye is mi- 


portion of che iris; pulse frequent ; tongue 
clean; bowels open. The blood that was 
jobserved in the anterior chamber is ab- 
| sorbed. The iris appears to have been 
thrown forwards, and to be in contact with 
the posterior surface of the cornea, Mr, 
Lawrence very much approved of the ex- 
tent to which the bleeding had been car- 
ried, and observed that he had never seen 
the slightest injury result from a first bleed- 
ing in an inflammatory disease, however 
large it may have been. Continue lotio 
saturni. 

4. Better in every respect. 

6. There is rather more vascularity of the 
conjunctiva to-day, and he complains of 





nutely injected, and the sclerotica slightly 
80; the eyeball is protruded, and there is a} 


slight effusion of blood into the anterior 
chamber. The iris is detached to the ex- | 


pain in the eye occasionally, Slight lachry- 
mation, and intolerance of light; bowels 
open; tongue clean; pulse naturel, Con- 
tinue the lotio saturni, and c. c, ad 3x temp. 


tent of three lines from the corpus ciliare at | dextro. 


its upper and outer part, and presentsa very| 10. He says his eye feels perfectly well ; 
good artificial pupil of an elliptical form. | his vision, though not so good as before the 
There is incomplete amaurosis ; he can see | occurrence of the accident, is very much 
the divisions of a window, and also the/improved. The protrusion of the globe of 
hand when held near to him, but cannot /the eye has entirely disappeared, and the 
distinguish a letter in a book, though it bas | iris has resumed its natural situation. Or- 
large print ; he does not suffer avy pain in | dered to remain in the hospital, but he will 
the eye, nor is there any intolerance of | be discharged in a few days. 

light. 

Ste states that he is a blacksmith, and 
that on Monday last he was endeavouring 
with a large sledge-hammer to break an iron 
rod; this he effected, but a portion of it, 
about an inch long, rebounded, and struck 
him a very severe blow on the eye. He — Lecrerc, xt. 63, received, in 1822, 
suffered great pain in the organ after the a blow on the internal side of the left leg; 
accident, but it was very much relieved | this was followed by the formation of a large 
yesterday by keeping in bed all the day, | ulcer, and swelling of the leg and foot, which 
and taking an active dose of the sulphate of | eventually attamed such a size as to prevent 
maguesia, which purged him briskly, and/ the patient from following his employment. 
applying fomentations to the eye. Mr.!| He went to the Hépital St. Louis, where he 
Lawrence ordered bim to take five grains! was weated for about fifteen months, but 
of calomel, with filteen of jalap, immedi- | without any good effect ; he was accordingly 
ately, to keep a piece of linen saturated | declared incurable and sent to the Bicétre, 
with saturnine lotion on the eye, and to be| where he remained from 1824 to May 1830, 
bled freely from the arm. | During this period the size of the limb con- 

%. The dresser bled him to fifty ounces, | tinued, with slight alteration, to be about 
which, he says, afforded bim great selietl, | ewiee that of the sight leg; the ulcer re- 
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peatedly healed up in one place and broke 
out again in another ; the pain was, on the 
whole, rather less than what it had been at 
the beginning, though it never ceased en- 
tirely ; the general health of the patient was 
not affected ; his digestion was natural, &c.; 
he complained only at times of palpitation. 
On the ¢istof Mey, he left the bicétre, and 
after having taken a large quantity of spirits, 
and exposed himself to cold, was, on the 
24th, taken with great dyspnea, difficulty 
of swallowing, and intense fever. On the 
25th, he was seen by M. Fabre, ‘‘ interne” 
at the Bicétre, who found him in the fol- 
lowing state:—The face was bloated, skin 
dry and hot, pulse full, and respiration labo- 
rious ; he complained of great difficulty of 
swallowing, and on inspection the throat 
was found to be violently inflamed, and the 
tonsils so much swelled as to leave only 
a very small communication between the 
mouth and the larynx. The thoracic viscera, 
after a careful examination, did not seem 
to be affected; the leg was of the same 
size as it had been before ; the integuments 
were very hard, perfectly insensible, and of 
a derk-brown colour, similar to what is 
produced by the application of the nitrate 
of silver; there was a large ulcer on the 
outer side of the leg, with hard and une- 
qual edges and of fungous appearance ; the 
surrounding skin was covered with thick 


and bard scales, which were easily detached 
from the subjacent parts; the whole leg was 
covered with similar scales, but of less size 
than those in the immediate neighbourhood 


of the ulcer, and almost resembled an 
elephant’s foot ; the swelling began at the 
knee, and the leg and thigh were in con- 
sequence nearly of the same dimensions ; 
the leg could be slightly bent, but the arti- 
culation of the foot was nearly immoveable ; 
there was not much pain, even on strong 
pressure. M. Fabre ordered him to be im- 
mediately taken to the Bicetre, but he had 
hardly been there a few hours when he died 
in a fit of suffocation. 

On a post-mortem examination, the brain 
was found healthy ; the soft palate and pha- 
rynx exhibited sigos of intense inflamma- 
tion; the left tonsil was ulcerated and en- 
larged to the size of a hen’s egy ;_ the right 
was also larger than usual, but not in the 
same proportion as the lett ; the epiglottis and 
ligaments of the glottis were also inflamed, 
and the mucous membraue thickened and 
eedematous, so that the passage of air into 
the trachea had been almost entirely inter- 
rupted; the larynx, trachea, bronchia, and 
lungs, were healthy ; the heart was hyper- 
trophied, and the semilunar valves were 
ossified. The digestive, as well as the uri- 
nary, organs, were healthy; the liver and 


carefully dissected; the skin, after having 
been macerated in hot water for about eight 
days, offered the following peculiariiies :— 
The scales, which evidently consisted of 
hardened epidermis, were adherent to the 
cuticle, which appeared to be healthy ; the 
rete mucosum was thickened, and of a dark- 
brownish colour; the corpus papillare was 
more distinct than usual, some of the pa- 
pille being prominent by about half a line, 
hardened, and of white colour; the corium 
was nearly eight lines thick, of dark-brown 
colour, and very firm, so that it could hardly 
be divided with the knife. As to any nerves 
and vessels they could not be distinguished, 
and the whole cutis seemed to consist of a 
dense homogeneous mass. ‘The subcutaneous 
tissue was thickened, of cartilaginous hard- 





ness, and in some parts even ossified ; it ad- 
hered so closely to the adjacent fascia, that 
it could hardly be dissected from it. The 
|; muscles were changed into a very firm stea- 
tomatous mass, in which no fibrous tissue 
could be distinguished; the intermuscular 
cellular tissue was of the same texture as 
the subcutaneous tela cellulose, with partiel 
ossifications, At the middle of the leg, the 
parietes of the internal saphena were, for 
the length of three inches, found to be so 
much thickened, that a very small probe 
only could be passed through the vessel; 
the coats of the external saphena were also 
thickened, but to a less degree. The pos- 
terior tibial vein was, for the greater part, 
obliterated ; the upper portion of the crural, 
as well as the anterior tibial and peroneal, 
veins were healthy. The crural anterior 
tibial and peroneal arteries were ossified, 
and contained only a very small quantity of 
| blood; the posterior tibial artery was com- 
| pletely ossified. Similar ossifications were 
found in the arteries of the right leg. The 
lymphatic vessels could not be traced; the 
inguinal glands were very much swelled, and 
| unusually hard; the ischiatic nerve was 
| perfectly healthy as far as the middle of the 
| thigh, where it began to enlarge to a con- 
siderable degree; the external popliteal 
nerve contained at its origin a gelatinous 
hydatiform mass of the size of an almond; 
the branches of the external and internal 
popliteal nerves were also much enlarged 
and very firm, but their structure had not 
apparently undergone any morbid alteration. 
The interosseous ligament was changed into 
a thick rough osseous lamina, which very 
firmly adhered to the fibula. The fibulo- 
tibial articulation had entirely dfsappeared, 
and no trace of it could be found even after 
three months’ maceration. The tibia and 
fibula were very much enlarged, and their 
surfaces covered with great asperities, which 








protruded into the muscles. The parietes 


spleen were gorged with venous blood, but| of the tibia were of about eight lives in 
Without any morbid alteration; the leg was) thickness, and almost of ivory Lardness, so 
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that, indeed, they could scarcely be sawn 
through. The medullary cavity was of 
natural dimensions. The tibio-tarsal articu- 
lation and the foot were healthy.—Hevue 
Medicale. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





Upon all the topics coutained in the letter | 
of Medicus, save one, the opinions of the | 
writer form an exception to those of many | 
thousands, On that one subject he certain- 
ly is vot alone. The evil was a provoking 
one we admit, but upon a matter of feeling 
on one question, it is not very philosophical 
to allow the judgment tc. be directed in all | 
others. When acorrespordence has assumed 
the ch rofp | hostility, few per- 
sons can be aware of the difficulty of check- 
ing the ardour of the disputants. It is an 
affair of blows,—each is anxious to have 
the last hit, and the man who interferes to 
obstruct the gratification of this feeling is 
sure to be accused ofinjustice. Un the other 
hand if he protract the strife, he is reproved 
as the abettor of a senseless and worthless 
display of vanity, Standing between so 





many opposing interests, the duties of an 
Editor are more difficult than can well be 
conceived. 

D. The dissatisfaction of the medical 
officers of the army in India is very great. 


‘They consider that they have been defrauded 
by be East India Company. We shall pub- 
lish some extracts on the subject from the 
Calcutta papers. 

A Constant Reader, The expense is five 
or six pounds, Indenwures and certificates 
of good conduct are not required. 

Non- Medicus. A fee is now sometimes 
taken in the out-patients’ room of St. Bur- 
tholomew’s, but the surgeons neither do, 
nor ever did, receive five pounds for each 
operation performed in the hospital. 

Medicus. We know not when Mr. Tyrrell 
means to publish another volume of reprint 
from Tue Lancer. 

A Constant Reader. 
Strand. 

A Pupil of St. Thomas's does not deny, 
much less refute, the statements contained 
in the letter of the “ Pupil of Guy's.” It 
is useless to vituperate. 

The letter of 7. O. N. P. would be utter- 
ly unintelligible without an explanation of 
the circumstances under which it was writ- 
ten. We know nothing of the transaction 
to which our correspondent refers. 

We have been requested by a friend of 
Mr. Vincent, to state that it was not Afr. 
Vincent who took the fee from the woman 
in the out-patients’ room of St. Bartholo- 


mew’s oo omer 


We avail ourselves of extracts from 


At Weiss’s in the 
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Philo’s interesting communication, but the 
statements will lose half their force unless 
they are accompanied by the address of the 
writer. The author's name need not be 
published. 

Indicator, We knew nothing of the Apo- 
thecaries’ Act until after our arrival in Lon- 
don in the summer of 1815, We never saw 
a number of the New Medical and Physical 
Journal in the western counties ; we will, 
however, endeavour to procure the fifth 
volume, published in 1913, and peruse the 
paper referred to. 

Thanks to 4 Freeholder. His letter could 
not be of use, if it were not authenticated. 
We are daily promised the votes of gentle- 
men who were of opinion, at the last elec- 
tion, that an attorney was the most compe- 
tent person to fill the office of coroner. We 
wish all the freeholders would attend in- 
quests where attornies preside. This would 
ensure to us the whole of their votes. 

Dr. Nuttall. Mr. Tucker states that he 
hopes soon to be provided with a long list 
of subscribers, which he will forward for 
publication, It affords us great pleasure to 
hear that much sympathy is evinced on be- 
half of the distressed widow'and fatherless 
children. 

Philo- Lancet. Dr. Nuttall was not a 
subscriber to either of those institutions. 

V. F. wishes to know if the metallic 
substances extracted from the ear of the boy 
Brady, were not pieces of the instruments 
employed in the operation, Mr. Earle’s 
instrument maker could probably best answer 
this question. 

We heard nothing of the trial of a “* Dr, 
B. B. at the Old Bailey” on Wednesday, 
until the receipt of ——’s note. We will 
make inquiry. 

E. S. Such certificates are received. 

The letter of 4 Well Wisher, and a 
hundred others, cannot be inserted unless 
authenticated. We are inclined to believe 
that the mad-house kee will receive a 
quietus from the bands of the preseut Lord 
Chancellor. 

QO. in a Corner. We shall be glad if he 
will authenticate his communicatiun. 

B. C——r, should authenticate bis com- 
munication, and send the printed paper. 

We are thankful for any suggestions from 
Homo Fortis; but as we have lately gone 
so completely over the same ground, the 
publication of his letters at the present time 
might not forward the cause. 

C. H. They are certam signs of his ex- 
cellent temper. It has been said, that the 
medicine be is about to take is the best re- 
medy. He will understand us, The C——r 
t—a is useless. 

The documents forwarded to us by the 
Rev. Charles Oxenham, shall receive every 
atteation, 





